Charities for the Trump Era

By Alexander J. Rivest and Ronald L. Rivest
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Want to stay active and engaged against the policies that are likely to be implemented by a
Republican-controlled House and Senate, while Donald Trump is President? Fuming in private
does little good; you need to do something to make the world a better place.

There are many ways to do so. Here we suggest some 501(c)(3) charities you may wish to
support.

We list nine issues that may concern you in the Trump era, from climate change to voting and
elections. For each, we suggest two charities to support, based on our own assessment of their
effectiveness. We used Charity Navigator to assess the ratings, size and histories of the above
charities and cross checked them with Guidestar and CharityWatch. We tried to pick charities
that would make effective use of your donations on the listed issues. Some of the charities
listed address multiple issues on our list.

Whether or not Trump’s individual cabinet nominees become confirmed, or specific policies
become enacted, the ideologies they represent will continue, and the charities listed below will
continue to be relevant during the Trump Era.

1. Climate and Environment


https://www.charitynavigator.org/
https://www.guidestar.org/Home.aspx
https://www.charitywatch.org/home

Donald Trump has explicitly stated that he thinks Global Warming is a Chinese hoax, has
threatened to try and pull the US out of the Paris Climate Agreement, and has nominated Scott
Pruitt, a climate-change denialist, to head the Environmental Protection Agency. The GOP
ranks are full of climate-change deniers. Senator James Inhofe, of the Environment and Public
Works committee, even wrote a book calling climate change “The Greatest Hoax.”

A. Sierra Club
B. Natural Resources Defense Council (NRDC)

2. Women’s Health Care

Donald Trump famously stated that women who have abortions should be punished, and Mike
Pence has led the GOP push to defund Planned Parenthood, which they have voted to defund 8
times. As of January 2017, Paul Ryan has announced that the GOP will vote to defund Planned
Parenthood, which spends 97% of their funds on cancer screening, STD prevention and
treatment, and basic women’s health issues (only 3% go to proving women with access to
abortions).

A. Planned Parenthood
B. Center for Reproductive Rights

3. Science

Donald Trump thinks the National Institute of Health is terrible and believes that vaccinations
cause autism. Lamar Smith (R-TX), chair of the Science and Technology committee, has
proposed to cut funding for basic research which he calls “frivolous and wasteful.” For years, the
GOP has attacked scientific evidence and funding for issues that their political ideologies don’t
agree with.

A. American Association for the Advancement of Science
B. Society for Science and the Public

4. Equality / Justice
Donald Trump’s campaign was championed by hate groups such as the KKK and leaders of the
alt-right movement, groups that call for white supremacy. Since the election hate crimes

towards minorities have been on the rise.

A. Human Rights Campaign
B. Southern Poverty Law Center

5. Education


https://twitter.com/realDonaldTrump/status/265895292191248385
http://www.ibtimes.com/donald-trump-wants-cancel-paris-climate-deal-heres-how-he-could-do-it-2444026
http://www.nytimes.com/2016/12/07/us/politics/scott-pruitt-epa-trump.html?_r=0
https://www.amazon.com/Greatest-Hoax-Warming-Conspiracy-Threatens/dp/1936488493
http://www.sierraclub.org/
https://www.nrdc.org/
http://www.realclearpolitics.com/video/2016/03/30/trump_some_form_of_punishment_for_women_if_abortion_becomes_illegal.html
http://www.vox.com/2016/7/14/12189446/mike-pence-planned-parenthood
http://www.motherjones.com/mojo/2016/01/congress-just-voted-defund-planned-parenthood-eighth-time
http://www.motherjones.com/mojo/2016/01/congress-just-voted-defund-planned-parenthood-eighth-time
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/powerpost/wp/2017/01/05/planned-parenthood-would-lose-funding-as-part-of-obamacare-repeal-ryan-says/?utm_term=.a34ea41aa51d
http://www.npr.org/sections/itsallpolitics/2015/08/05/429641062/fact-check-how-does-planned-parenthood-spend-that-government-money
https://www.plannedparenthood.org/
https://www.reproductiverights.org/
http://mediamatters.org/research/2015/10/09/donald-trump-says-america-would-have-common-sen/206066
http://www.businessinsider.com/trump-vaccines-autism-2016-11
http://www.sciencemag.org/news/2013/04/us-lawmaker-proposes-new-criteria-choosing-nsf-grants
http://www.newyorker.com/news/daily-comment/gop-war-on-science-gets-worse
http://www.aaas.org/
https://www.societyforscience.org/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/post-politics/wp/2016/11/01/the-kkks-official-newspaper-has-endorsed-donald-trump-for-president/
http://www.latimes.com/nation/politics/trailguide/la-na-trailguide-updates-neo-nazi-alt-right-crowd-cheers-the-1479774847-htmlstory.html
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2016/dec/12/loretta-lynch-hate-crimes-election-muslim-trump-administration
http://www.hrc.org/
https://www.splcenter.org/

The nomination of Betsy DeVos as Education Secretary under a Trump administration means a
shift in thinking about public school funding. DeVos has spent her life trying to influence
government to allow a school-voucher programs. These programs seemingly allow for more
parental choice, but often segregate lower income students into poorer performing schools.

A. Mexican American Legal Defense and Education Fund
B. FIRST (For Inspiration and Recognition of Science and Technology)

6. Immigration and Refugees

Donald Trump has threatened to deport all 11 million undocumented immigrants (DREAMERS
included), regardless of how long they have been in the country, and plans to immediately
deport 3 million once he takes office. An unpredictable and potentially agaressive foreign
military policy could accelerate the worldwide refugee crisis.

A. The United Nations Refugee Agency
B. American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU)

7. Journalism

During the presidential campaign, Donald Trump continually lambasted the press, especially
when unflattering things were revealed about him, a practice inspiring some of his followers to
similarly harass journalists. Journalists need to cover his many potential conflicts of interest and
have concerns about adequate press access to Trump.

A. Committee to Protect Journalists
B. ProPublica

8. Internet and Privacy

The proposed appointment of Jeff Sessions to the position of Attorney General

Is a big red flag to privacy and anti-surveillance advocates. The Daily Dot reports, "Sessions
has made it clear that he is incredibly hostile to Silicon Valley, the internet in general, and the
First and Fourth Amendments," as the Electronic Frontier Foundation's Nate Cardozo told the
Daily Dot in a phone interview. "He will be a big-government, anti-liberty attorney general.”

A. EFF (Electronic Frontier Foundation)
B. EPIC (Electronic Privacy Information Center)

9. Voting and Elections


http://www.newyorker.com/news/daily-comment/betsy-devos-and-the-plan-to-break-public-schools
http://www.maldef.org/
http://www.firstinspires.org/
http://www.latimes.com/politics/la-na-pol-trump-deport-20160822-snap-story.html
http://www.usnews.com/news/national-news/articles/2016-11-10/dreamers-told-feds-where-they-live-will-trump-deport-them
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/the-fix/wp/2016/11/13/donald-trump-plans-to-immediately-deport-2-to-3-million-undocumented-immigrants/
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/middle-east/us-president-elect-donald-trump-support-assad-putin-syria-remove-rebel-backing-a7413346.html
http://time.com/4132368/donald-trump-isis-bombing/
http://www.unhcr.org/en-us
https://www.aclu.org/
http://www.newsweek.com/2016-election-donald-trump-press-freedom-first-amendment-520389
http://www.newsweek.com/trump-tweets-deletes-anti-semitic-image-477234?rx=us
http://www.theatlantic.com/business/archive/2017/01/donald-trump-conflicts-of-interests/508382/
http://www.politicususa.com/2016/12/15/trump-benefits-changing-white-house-press-corps.html
https://www.cpj.org/
http://www.propublica.org/
http://www.dailydot.com/layer8/donald-trump-surveillance-encryption-privacy/
https://www.eff.org/about/staff/nate-cardozo
http://www.eff.org/
http://www.epic.org/

The 2016 election was particularly tumultuous, with numerous allegations of “rigged elections”
and “Russian hacking.” We need to ensure that our elections have rock-solid results, based on
voter-verifiable paper records and routine post-election audits or recounts.

A. Verified Voting
B. Common Cause

Give generously
How can you make the biggest impact with your donations? We think generously supporting the
charities listed above can have significant positive impact. We encourage you to do your own

research and support organizations that are fighting for what you believe in.

Stay active and constantly fight for what you believe in. The void left by inactivity or “couch
anger” simply allows opposing world views to take root and assume power.

(Bios of authors:)

Alexander J. Rivest holds a neuroscience PhD from MIT and works on
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Ronald L. Rivest is an Institute Professor at MIT, in the department of
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He is also Alex’s dad.



http://www.politico.com/story/2016/10/donald-trump-rigged-election-guide-230302
https://www.nytimes.com/2016/12/15/us/politics/russia-hack-election-trump-obama.html
https://www.verifiedvoting.org/
http://www.commoncause.org/
http://people.csail.mit.edu/rivest/

