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CTSS BULLETIN 151 

SubJects COMB IN COMMAND • a new ve rs f on 

£urpg•• 
The COMBJN command combines several ffles of the same 

secondarv name Into a new file# also of the same secondary 
name. 

The new veralon of COMBIN Ia now available rn the public 
file as COM81N SAVED. It wJ11 become the standard version 
In the near future. 

1. Llne•marked flies and/or files without line-marks 
mav now be combined" 

2. The maJor field In the sequence field may be alphabetic~ 

COPY P COMBIN SAYED 

RESUME COMB IN SEQ NAM1 NAM2 FILl.. • • • F I L""""' 

COMBIN will combine flies FILt. through Flln.Pf secondary 
name HAM2 Into one file HAMl NAM2 wlthln the current 
file dlrectorvc If any FIL cannot be found, the NEED•USE 
convention wl11 be followed~ Within the USE process. an • 
for a corresponding FIL means that FIL should be Ignored. 
The combfnlna will not bealn untJ1 all FIL 1 s are accounted 
for~ FIL'• are not deleted~ 

SEQ Ia a decimal number of 1-~ dlalts~ The numeric sequence 
field bealna with SEQ x 10 with leading zeros to complete 
the numeric field or with the most significant dlc1tt lost 
If SEQ x 10 exceeds the numeric field width. Sequencing 
Ia done by Incrementing the numeric field by lOe If 
SEQ • '*' or If NAME2 Ia 1 SAVED' 1 1 8SS 1 or 'CRUNCH'. 
no sequencing will take place. 

The entire sequence field (characters 73-80) may be 
composed of 2•5 numerlc characters and 3•6 alphabetic 
characters. The numeric field width Ia dete~fned 
bv a scan of the f I rat line of F I L ~from rlaht to 
left becfnnlna with character 78 looking for the 
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first non•nu.erlc character (blanks are treated 
as num.rlc zero.). The numeric field width and 
the •tphabetlc ffeld width wl11 remain f1~ed through 
the remainder of the command. The alphabetic 
lnfonmatlon Is obtained from each line of the FIL's., 
Note that the numeric field width wl11 be at least 
2 and not more than S characters wide. 

If characters 7J•IO of the fIrst 11 ne of F I L f.: are 
ABC12SGH and SEQ • 1. the new sequence for 
NAMl NAMZ wl11 begin with ABC00010 .. 

If line one contains Abbbbbbb and SEQ • 1- the new 
sequence w111 bealn w'th Abb00010. 

If the numeric fletd overflows* a messaae will be prlnted4 
"SEQUENCE FIEtD OVERFLow•. and sequencing wl11 continue from o. 

Llne•marked files comPOsed of 14-word lines may be 
aequenced4 If a line of more or less than 14 words Is 
encountered, sequenclnc Is stopped and not resumed during 
execution of the rest of the command. A message Is printed~ 
"SEQUENCING STOPPED AT A.Juuuc". 


