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This menn s intended to raise a numher of current issues
with remar”d tn Proingt AArte t1se nf enmnuter terminals.

The firct mentirt onf the Harvard - M1, T, Trrminal
Commi ttan tanl nlarne vastarday =nrning, It apnenrs that 1 =il he
panrngantins (AC an thie committen, hat | owish ta make wery  Suvs
that =y rolen is, ir fact, 2 ranragepntativa Aana 2and that anyons
wirh intarsst in and idnas ahout ~ur  verious  terainal nrahlnms
wi1) camymienate with ey

The primary function Af  this aommitten is o produce the
snacifications for o fanily of terminals (probhably a2 hasic
machina with a set of coptianz) that will, 2s cffectivrly os
nmssihle, meet the substantial range of requirensnts fiaposed by
the Harvard = H.1.T, community of computer uUsars. This Is

intepded to serve two  purposes, An  atteapt will bhe 212 tn
actually induce some mnarufocturer to produce terminals meatineg
our specifications, The inducenent will ta%e the form 2f the
rather large order quantity that could he arhiaved by comhinine
the needs of the two communities., e also hone to publish our
design widely with the intention of influencing the general
snectrum  of  terminal  usars ani manufacturers, As vyou are
undoubtedly aware, current terminals are larzely based on the de
facto standards imposed by the Teletype Corp, and 1314 and leave
much to be desirer,

To facilitate this effort, | would be interested in
comnents oh desirahle terminal features and nptions, and on usare
requirements, even if you 4on't seer exactly what features are
neerded to support them, At several points in our desiszn process,
Vowill give vyou a chance to review our work, but would like
initial commants right awuay,

The commi ttee may also consider short-term snlutions to some
of our terminal problems that could be implemented while waiting



_2-

for the newv terminal  to apnear, One surh  DpDnssihility has
receptly anrnnarad in the Faym Af aAn offer from the Datel forn, tn
provide nodel 3nte whirh are Selectric tynryriter-hased 2741
equivalents at = nrice that s heturen $50 and $70 per month
cheaper than our current -rice for a 2741 from 134, The total
savine, if all of GACYL 27L1's ware replacad, would be in the
vicinity of 50,000 per year = a non-trivial anount. These Datel
30's¢ do not offer the ribhon shift canability that we have on
2741's and the price quoted does not include print inhibhit
althouch that can he nade available at 2 price which has not been
snecified, but which has bhean ~yaranteed to be brlow 1oits,

| would he extremely interested in an exnression of opninion
on the subject nf replacing 2741's in your eroup with Datel
30's, Do you require ribbon shift? Hou about print inhibit? Are
you willing to  nav  perhaps €5,00) per nonth for the latter? |
would especially like to hear about any violent objicctions to the
proposcd replaceaent since the economic armument in its favor is
extremely comnelline, A decision »n this offer must be made
bafore the end of Octoher. uUnly comments received prior to then
can be considered. The earlier | hear from you, the more you can
expect to influence any Adecision which may be made,




