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MPM SUBSYSTEM WRITERS' SUPPLEMENT

April 5, 1971

INTRODUCTION TO THE MPM SUBSYSTEM WRITERS' SUPPLEMENT

This supplement to the MPM has as its purpose to provide con-

structors of sophisticated Multics Subsystems the extra information
needed for their undertaking. The Multics program modules documented
here represent a layer of penetration into the system beyond that
which is intended for the casual user. As a result, there are several
caveats in order:

1.

The interfaces described here are not generally as neatly
organized or consistently thought out as is the standard user
interface represented by the main MPM, because they are in an
earlier stage of development.

Most of the interfaces provided in this manual would be used
only if there is some reason to bypass the usual standard
system way of doing things. As a result, in using an SWS
interface, one risks giving up some features of Multics.
Although there is no claim that all the features of Multics
are essential, there is a consistency of style and interpre-
tation at the standard interface which the ultimate subsystem
user may be accustomed to. The subsystem writer should be
cautious about unintentionally introducing different styles
and interpretations when bypassing a standard function.

All of the facilities described in the SWS are categorized
"Development System', and are thus subject to changes and
improvements in their interface specifications. Further, at
the level of penetration represented by the SWS interfaces,

it is difficult to avoid large disruptions when interfaces

are changed. Thus, the subsystem writer is strongly cautioned
against unnecessarily utilizing the SWS interfaces.

The initial release of the manual consists of simple reproduc-
tion of sections formerly found in the System Programmers'
Supplement to the MPM, a form of documentation intended only
for those charged with the maintenance of Multics itself.
Although it is intended that all these sections be expanded
and reformatted, initially many sections consist of nothing
but a calling sequence and notes. Thus, for example, most
sections do not include adequate warnings about the implica-
tions of using the module being described.



5. The information about the Multics environment necessary to
intelligently use the SWS interfaces is frequently not avail-
able in any form. This unfortunate situation should be slowly
remedied through accumulated updates to the SWS.

Thus it should be clear that the subsystem writer utilizes the
SWS interface at his own risk; and with knowledge of the pitfalls in-
volved. On the other hand, one of the primary objectives of Multics
is to allow subsystems of almost any arbitrary specification to be con-
structed. To that end, the SWS interfaces is intended to be helpful.
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