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UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA

' LAWRENCE RADIATION LABORATORY
P. 0. BOX 808 .
LIVERMORE, CALIFORNIA 94551

Projects MAC and MULTICS - " October 28, 1966
/o MIT, e S S
Cambridge, 'lassachusetts

Dtar Slrs.

On the b351s of 1nforration published in the Communications of the A,C.»
and a private letter from Dr, L. L. Griffin of the National Burcau of standards,
we are led to believe that the 7-bit ASCII code is about to become a standard -
for communication and computer equipment. We arc writing to you, and to other
~users of such equipment, in order to gain more definitive information on this "

~matter, We would be most grateful if you could prov1de us answcrs to the f
follou1ng oucstlons. 4 ; Sk

o ”'i; Will ASCIT become the standard for dev1ces and software uscd by
you? * If so, when? If not, what standard are you adopting (if any), and what i

provisions (if any) are you naklng for 1nteract1ng w1th ASCII orlented :
equlpment’ PRI o gt _ :

s Y2, W111 your JeV1ces actually nlck characters fron an 1ncon1ng data
stream and generate characters in groups of 7-bits, or will ASCII codes be' .
a subset of codes represented by 8 or more bits? If a device reads or writes
directly from or to a computer memory, is this in bytes of 7, 8, or more ‘bits,

and what prov151on (if any) is made for word 51tes not d1v151b1e by the chosen g
bvte s1ze9 i : , : :

=

. -3; If ASCII is cmbedded in a code based on 8 or more bltS how exactly
is this done*y hhlch are the non-ASCII b1ts and do they carry parlty or other
1nfornat10n’ T

: 4; If an 8 or more bit code is used do dev1ces have 1V8118blc -
aod1t1ona1 graphics or controls to correSpond to non-ASCII codes7

S. h111 your devices react to ASCII codc extcndcrs (SO, SI LSL DLL)’f;k

We reallze, of course, tlat some of these ouest1ons are too dttalled .
for a general answer. What we are trying to find out is whether or not it is . %
reasonable to start preparing for an era in which most of our devices and
software w1ll employ a common standard, and if so nhat that %tandard w111 }e. :
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