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Our Heritage Through Living History




Event Update
The response to Battle Road 2000 has been phenomenal. As of today over 1,600 living historians are registered. This includes units traveling from England and California; in fact the committee was contacted by a living historian planning on attending who is stationed in the US Embassy in Moscow.  In addition, the committee has been contacted by school groups and tour groups from throughout the country who want to view the event.  It should be a big one so please keep in touch by looking at the BRY2K web site for updates at: http://www.ai.mit.edu/people/sfelshin/BRY2K/

ENCAMPMENT 
The Battle Road 2000 camp will open on Thursday, April 13, at noon and you can depart any time after mid-afternoon on Sunday.  The camping area must be cleared by 10 AM on Monday, April 17.  The registration will be on the encampment site and it is important that everyone register.  If units are arriving on Saturday morning they may make arrangements to preregister.  Details will be forthcoming.  The encampment will be on Lincoln Fields, a group of athletic fields in Lexington.  This location has easy access off the Route 95/128 highway, and is within walking distance of some of the battle sites, a supermarket, and Lexington Green.  

DIRECTIONS - Twenty-two miles west of Boston. 

· From the South or West (New York City, Conn., NY State) - Take I-90 Mass Pike East to I-95/RT-128 North (Exit 14).
· From Boston, MA Pike or Route 2 – Take I-95 /Route128 North.
· From I-95/Route 128 North - Take the RT-2A exit (Exit 30B) towards Concord/E. Lexington.  At the end of the ramp take a Right on RT-2A East.  
· From the North (Route 3 or 93) – Take I-95/Route 128 South to Exit 30 A (E. Lexington)

· After the highway interchange you will take the 4th left hand turn (less than a ½ mile) on Lincoln Street in front of the Gulf Gas Station. 
· The camp will be about ½ mile down the road in the park across from the Jewish Temple. 

DETAILED RETURNS 

Enclosed in this mailing is a very detailed return. We need to have you fill this out and get it back to the Battle Road Committee so that we have accurate information to honor your requests. Please review this form and get it back to the committee no later that April 1st. The returned list includes a list of participants, where they are staying, and how they are arriving. This list needs to be very accurate in order to support the safety and logistical planning that are critical to this event. We will not be able to insure bus transportation between sites to those (including children) whose names are not on the return. There is additional information that we ask you to return in a more timely fashion.

HOW ARE YOU ARRIVING?  

The event does have some limits on parking and we request that you try to car pool or charter a bus to attend the event. We have asked everyone to let us know how they are arriving on the returns so that we can provide you with the proper resources. Anyone planning to arrive to Boston for Battle Road should let us know as soon as possible what airline or train you will be using as well as your flight number, arrival and departure times. We will try our best to arrange to pick you up and drop you off at Logan Airport or South Station. Please contact Xxx Xxxxx, 1st Foot Guards, xxxxx@xxx.xxx, (xxx) xxx-xxxx, with this information as soon as possible. Units arriving Saturday morning will be parking at an off site location and will be bused to the camp for the first formation and safety inspection.  

WHERE ARE YOU STAYING?  

The event is working on providing a limited shuttle service from area hotels. We need to know where you are staying so that we can do our best accommodate your needs.  

VACATION

The event is during the traditional school vacation period and it is a great location to visit. The area has a wealth of museums and national parks. Along with its colonial history, this area is also the home of Alcott, Emerson, Hawthorne, and Thoreau. It is 15 minutes to Lowell, the birthplace of the American Industrial Revolution, and is 30 minutes to Boston. For more information see http://travel.boston.com/ or http://www.mass-vacation.com/

Interpreters Wanted
We are again seeking Interpreters for Battle Road 2000! For several years, a dedicated group of reenactors have worked to bring the Battle Road ceremonies and reenactments to life for the public. A majority of these interpreters have been women, but many men also return as interpreters each year. Battle Road interpreters perform several very valuable roles. Interpreters make the public's experience more enjoyable and more educational by answering questions and talking to the public about the historical events of April 19th. Interpreters also help to ensure that the public stays within the safe areas that are designated for spectators. Visitors consistently tell us that the interpreters are one of the highlights of Battle Road. For more information see the enclosed flyer or http://www.ai.mit.edu/people/sfelshin/BRY2K/interpreters.html#flyer

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

To make this event work, we need help. Our biggest need is for people the day of the event to coordinate the transportation system. We have an elaborate system and we need help managing it. We are looking for folks who have seen enough battles (because you will be too busy to see this one) to volunteer. If you are interested please contact Xxx Xxxxx (2nd Mass.) – xxxxx@xxx.xxx or xxx xx-xxxx. In addition, we have various volunteer positions available to assist with the event. If you are interested please contact Xxx Xxxxx xxxxx@xxx.xxx or xxx xxx-xxxx.


MUSICIANS to Defend against TYRANNY

The Battle Road 2000 celebration has need of talented Colonial musicians to serve in one of two capacities: Massed Music and Field Music. Regardless of the group, all musicians must pre-register or they will be left behind the crowd line.  If you have musicians in your unit please get to them the enclosed flyer or direct them to http://www.ai.mit.edu/people/sfelshin/BRY2K/music-flyer.html 

Other Participants (Campfollowers)

Since Battle Road predates the raising of the provincial army and since non-combatants either hid or fled on the original day (at least for the parts we will be reenacting), there are no roles for campfollowers in reenacting the Battle Road, but there are other roles. One of the critical roles at this event is that of Interpreter/Safety Picket. These are civilians who stand at the edge of the crowd and talk to them about what they are seeing and what was going on at the time. It has been hugely popular with the public for the past two years and will be all the more important this time round because there will be large crowds and interpreters can make a big difference to the public's understanding. We hope that as many non-combatants as possible will join us in this endeavor – there is no limit to how many people we can use. 

See the Interpreters Wanted flyer for more information. You must pre-register. So what happens with campfollowers and other civilians who do not want to be interpreters, are not with the Massed Music and who are not fielding as musicians, men-at-arms or officers? If you don't want to stay in camp, in all honesty we strongly prefer that you attend the Saturday event in 20th century clothing. That's the easiest way to make sure that the public knows who is representing themselves as properly dressed and knowledgeable about Battle Road. Remember, if you're willing to meet the clothing guidelines and willing to say "I don't know" if you haven't had time to familiarize yourself with what's accurate about this day in history, you have qualified as an Interpreter and we would welcome you as one. Interpreters add huge value just by creating a visual image ... and we need as many people as possible for the safety aspect of the job. You help to make sure the public stays where they are safe ... much of this event happens on public streets and ways. But if you really don't want to be an interpreter, we would ask that you not attend in 18th century kit. Or, if you do attend in 18th century kit, please follow the clothing guidelines. Obviously we cannot force people to follow the clothing guidelines, but we ask that you honor this request out of respect for your fellow re-enactors who have worked hard to provide as good an impression as possible. Non-combatants, both those in 18th c. and in 20th c. clothing, will be permitted to ride the buses, if your name is on your unit's return. Children must be listed, too. Note that transportation for those not playing an active role (those fielding, massed music, interpreters) will depart after the buses transporting these other groups. Civilians other than interpreters will not be allowed in front of the ropelines or on the field in any other way. 

GUN LAWS

As many of you are aware, the Battle Road Committee spearheaded a legislative effort to repeal sections of a recent Massachusetts Gun Law in regards to antique and replica guns. The Governor and the General Court (legislature) are very supportive of the Battle Road event and repealed the law in large part because of the event. To show support for this event, the General Court made the repeal of that section of the gun law its first legislative act of the session and they allocated $40,000 to promote this event. As a result, Massachusetts has one of the more reenactor-friendly laws in the Northeast. As a precaution, as with any potential weapon, it is suggested that you keep it in a case and out of sight when transporting it. In addition, common sense and politeness go a long way towards avoiding friction with law enforcement officials. 

For More Information on Battle Road 2000 please visit 

http://www.ai.mit.edu/people/sfelshin/BRY2K/



Tentative Event Schedule



Notes on the Schedule

· Muster Day at Buckman’s Tavern – Saturday, March 25, 2000 1 p.m. – This is a mandatory event for local units and members of the Commander’s Roundtable. We will form battalions and practice the drills that we will use during Battle Road. This is also the final chance to review your unit for safety and authenticity prior to the event. This is your last chance to make an improvement so that you or your unit members will not be disappointed by being turned away from Battle Road for not making the safety or authenticity standards. This should be a day of fun, so bring the family for games and enjoy a picnic before the muster. It will be a day to shake the cobwebs out before Battle Road.

· Battle Road Tattoo – Friday , April 14, 2000 7 p. m. – This event will be based on the Edinburgh Military Tattoo. The word Tattoo is derived from the Dutch word "Tap-toe" which means quite literally "turn off the taps". The signal which indicated that soldiers should return to their quarters and that the beer in the taverns should be turned off was transmitted by drum beat each evening. Eventually this developed into a ceremonial performance of military music by massed bands. This program will include the music of the Battle Road Massed Fife and Drums together with that of the Middlesex County Volunteers, 1st Michigan Fife and Drums, and Colonial Williamsburg Fife and Drums. The participation of a pipe band and a modern military band should contribute to this special event. We ask everyone to bring a lantern or candle to help us Light Freedom’s Flame. We respectfully ask the Regulars to please leave your regimental coats in camp since it may distract from some of the creative elements that we have planned for the show. 
· NPS – designates sites that are in Minute Man National Historic Park; certain "Rules of Engagement" outlined in the Military Guidelines (http://www.ai.mit.edu/people/sfelshin/BRY2K/military-guidelines.html) must be adhered to under government regulations while on park land. As liaison for these ceremonies, the park has requested that, for the most part, questions or comments be forwarded through the BRC. 

· * – designates optional events which units can decide to participate in or not.

· Everyone will be inspected before they can participate in the event. The inspection will cover the Military Guidelines including safety and Clothing Guidelines. Please follow these to the letter. If you have a question call Xxx Xxxxx at (xxx) xxx-xxxx or attend the Battle Road muster at Buckman's Tavern on March 25. The BRC has turned people away and will do so again this year on Saturday morning if necessary. Don’t let it be a member of your unit.

· Lexington Green – the only Colonial unit participating in that event will be the Lexington Minute Men.

· North Bridge – The ceremony at the North Bridge is nothing more than a parade and a very short commemoration of the dead. Only one platoon (symbolizing the Acton Minute Men) will fire a salute. This ceremony is the best that the BRC could negotiate with the NPS. This is an optional event; please let us know on your returns if you wish to participate. We ask that units (other than the 1st Battalion) that have participated before not ask to participate this year at the North Bridge.

· Everyone will be bused from site to site (except that the British Regulars will march between some sites). Provincials will "leapfrog" to every other site or so. Due to the large number of participants and the constraints of the suburban venues, you will only participate at about 50% of the sites that we will be using unless you are a Regular in Smith's column.  Remember that you will bused only if your name is on your unit's return – campfollowers and children included! 

· The listed schedule only includes events that the BRC or Lexington 2000 Commission are involved in. There are many other events in the area in celebration of Patriot’s Day.    


CLOTHING GUIDELINES

Battle Road 2000 is the first major reenactment event of the 225th anniversary of the American Revolution. Reenacting has come a long way in the last 25 years and we would like Battle Road to continue this trend toward greater authenticity. We thank everyone for the tremendous job they have done in preparing their clothing and equipment for Battle Road.

General requirements: Participants are required to dress in authentic/appropriate clothing for the 1770's period for Eastern Massachusetts. Western frontier and native dress are not acceptable; this includes hunting shirts with fringe, beads, and a general "buckskin" appearance.

1. No ANACHRONISMS such as: cameras, cigarettes, plastic items, wrist watches, non-period glasses or sunglasses, etc., will be used in sight of any spectator while on the field. (You may bring your camera, but do not use it on the field in sight of spectators while a scenario is being played out. We suggest you wrap it in cloth to make it less obvious. Please hide it in a pocket or bag when not in use. Because of the expense of period glasses, modern glasses will be accepted if not too obvious – wire frames only.) 

2. For safety and authenticity purposes clothing should be of natural fiber such as wool, linen or cotton. Polyester, nylon, Velcro, fringe or other manmade fabric presents a safety hazard and should not be worn. 

3. Any accoutrements such as Company pins, logos, nameplates or any other paraphernalia not authentic to the period must not be worn. 

Detailed information about clothing and equipment can be found at the BRCC's Web site at http://www.ziplink.net/~mrkmcc/resources.htm. Watch for changes on the site throughout the winter and spring, as well as the schedule of seminars and workshops.

MEN'S CLOTHING

· Frock coat, workman's jacket, sleeved waistcoat, farmer's smock (non-fringed pullover style acceptable), of wool, linen (flax or hemp), or cotton (or silk if appropriate to the overall impression). Leather coats and frontier/rifle/hunting shirts/frocks/coats (the thing with the cape and the fringe) are not acceptable. An appropriate sleeved outer garment is required and companies must not field with matching coats.

· Shirt: long, full sleeved, closed neck with stock, cravat, or neck cloth: Wool, linen, cotton in white, natural, or checked. 

· Waistcoat: wool, linen, cotton (or silk if...). Necessary with frock coat, optional with buttoned workman's jacket or buttoned sleeved waistcoat or smock. 

· Breeches: wool, linen, leather, or cotton (or silk if...). Trousers are acceptable as part of a lower class impression. Fringed suede frontier-style trousers are not acceptable. 

· Stockings: over the knee, wool, cotton or linen (or silk if...), white or colors, held up with leather or cloth tape garters. Athletic socks are not allowed. 

· Shoes: period-style leather shoes with buckles or 2 hole lace up, black or brown (appropriate modern leather shoes may be worn if covered with gaiters), or moccasins (workman's ankle height, not calf-high). 

· Gaiters: Optional with period-style shoes. Civilian-style half gaiters preferred to full or half military gaiters. 

· Hat: such as civilian, cocked hat ("tricorn"), floppy hat, knitted cap, workman's cap. If no hat is worn, hairstyle should be reasonably believable (not blowdried into fluffiness). 

WOMEN'S CLOTHING

· Sleeved outer garment such as full or three-quarter length gown, jacket, caraco, "shortgown", bed jacket, or riding habit of wool, linen, or cotton (or silk if appropriate to the overall impression). Because of the difficulty of obtaining period-appropriate prints, it is recommended that you avoid prints unless you have studied them in detail or can find exact replicas (such as Williamsburg replicas); paisleys, cabbage roses, and modern calicoes are not correct. The sleeveless so-called "French bodice" and "English bodice" are not acceptable. A sleeved outer garment is required.

· Petticoats: at least two yards in width, preferably three or more, longer than mid-calf; high-ankle/low-calf suggested. At least one petticoat with full length gown; otherwise at least two. See above concerning prints. 

· Shift: low necked, sleeves reaching below elbow. Linen, cotton, or wool in white or natural. 

· Stays: recommended. Since they are not seen, material and pattern are irrelevant. Should provide conical shape to upper body. 

· Neck handkerchief: recommended. Triangle or folded square of linen, cotton, or wool (or silk...) in white, natural, or small checks or stripes. 

· Apron: Optional. Wool, linen, or cotton (or silk if...) in solid color or small checks or stripes. No eyelet. 

· Stockings: over the knee, linen, wool, or cotton, white or colors, held up with leather or cloth tape garters. Athletic socks are not allowed. (As stockings do not show above low calf at most, plain modern knee socks are acceptable and garters are optional.) 

· Shoes: period-style leather or cloth shoes with buckles or 2 hole lace up, black or brown (appropriate modern leather shoes may be worn if petticoats reach ankles or lower), or period-style clogs or moccasins (workman's ankle height, not calf-high). Shoes are optional but strongly recommended; Battle Road takes place in highly-developed suburban locations. 

· Cap: White or natural. Acceptable cap styles are too numerous to list here, but "mobcaps" (a single circle of cloth gathered with a casing and/or elastic to form a ruffle) are not acceptable. Note that a plain cap with front band and gathered back is the simplest to make. A cap or hat is required except for fine ladies and slatterns. No eyelet. 

· Hat: Low-crowned women's style in straw, chip, or felt, plain or covered, or, if appropriate to the overall impression, a man's civilian-style felt hat. A cap or hat is required except for fine ladies and slatterns. 

· Hair: Either long, pulled back from the face, and put up, or hidden with a cap. Long or thick bangs should be pulled back off the face. Obviously-dyed hair should be well-covered by a cap. If the overall impression is of a slattern, then loose hair is acceptable. 

· Make-up: Only if 18th century style (white face paint, beauty spots, etc.). Appropriate only for fine ladies and actresses. 

· Cold weather gear: Optional. Period-pattern cloaks, capes, tippets, hoods, etc. Wool kerchiefs. For a lowly impression, a length of woven wool used like a shawl. Woven or knitted wool, linen, or cotton (or silk...) mitts, mittens, or gloves. Wool and/or fur muffs. 

· About lace: Eyelet and tatting are not authentic to the period. Crochet is not acceptable in any form (lace, shawls, etc.). Machine-made lace is acceptable if it is in imitation of period-style lace. 

CHILDREN'S CLOTHING

· Babes in arms: shirt or shift, and cap, of linen, cotton, or wool, in white or natural. Frock, shoes and stockings optional. If plastic diapers are used, cover with a cloth. 

· Young children: shift of linen, cotton, or wool, in white or natural. Child's frock, or "shift dress" with sash. Cap and/or hat for girls (optional but preferred), cap or hat for boys (optional). Stockings as for women. Period-style shoes including moccasins; due to the expense of children's shoes, any black or brown leather lace-up modern shoes, or moccasins, are also acceptable. Shoes and stockings are optional but strongly recommended; Battle Road takes place in highly-developed suburban locations. "Young children" are unbreeched boys from toddlers through age 3 to 7 and girls from toddlers through age 6 to 10. 

· Older boys: generally same as men. 

· Older girls: generally same as women. 

· Please note: Depending on the weather, very early morning events may be extremely cold and may be inappropriate for babies and very young children. 

KEEPING WARM
If you don't like the weather in New England, wait 5 minutes. Battle Road weekend in Massachusetts can be very cold, especially in the early morning hours when the events begin. You will likely be assembling for the first event just before dawn; temperatures will probably be in the 30s or 40s, but it may well be colder. Snow is a possibility; so is rain, which can feel even colder. It may – or may not – warm up significantly during the day. Lately temperatures have been reaching the 60s or 70s, but with the recent subsidence of El Niño, who knows? Participants will be transported from site to site but you will not be able to stay with the same vehicle. Much of the transport will be on National Guard trucks so it may get very cold. So while you should bring enough warm clothes for the early morning, keep in mind that you will have to carry them throughout the day. (Campfollowers may be able to drop items in camp during the lunch break if the events pass near it but the schedule is still under development; stay tuned for more details.) 

REQUIREMENTS
An appropriate sleeved outer garment is needed for authenticity. This was overwhelmingly the mode of dress for all classes in the areas of Massachusetts that responded to the alarm on April 19th. The Battle Road Committee recognizes that some reenactors currently have only military clothing appropriate for later in the war, such as uniform coats and rifle frocks. The BRC is allowing unlimited numbers of smocks in lieu of coats – even though smocks were likely to have been rare at Battle Road – because smocks are known to be authentic for the area and time, and because they are very easy to make. These guidelines will be enforced for Saturday's activities only. At its discretion the BRC may allow some exceptions where people have shown marked improvement and a clear effort to comply with these guidelines. If you are in doubt, please contact the BRC before the event to avoid any difficulties.

The BRC recognizes that it is not all-knowing. If you can provide the BRC with appropriate documentation that contradicts the rules given above, we will gladly allow you to wear your documented clothing; in fact we hope to be proved wrong when it results in greater knowledge of the period. Examples of documentation: Letter from Jas Hosmer of Concord dated March, 1775, thanking his cousin in Virginia for sending that odd-looking but practical open-front shirt with cape and fringe. Diary entry of Geo Washington of Southington, Connecticut, dated April 20, 1775, detailing how he got the alarm and arrived in time to fight at the North Bridge in his itsy-bitsy, teeny-weeny, yellow polka-dot bikini, that he wore for the first time that day. Documentation which applies to an individual may only be used by one individual; first come, first serve. The decision of the BRC regarding acceptability of documentation is final; we recommend you submit your documentation early to settle any questions. For instance, that last example would probably be rejected on the grounds that Southington men would not have received the alarm in time to fight at the North Bridge.


MILITARY GUIDELINES FOR REENACTMENTS

CONDUCT IN THE FIELD AND ORGANIZATION
1. The Battle Road Committee (BRC), as the event coordinator, has documented the following guidelines to ensure a safe and memorable event for all participants. The information contained in this document is taken from generally accepted rules and regulations used in national living history events. 

2. With some of the events taking place in Minute Man National Historic Park (NPS), certain "Rules of Engagement" outlined in this document must be adhered to under government regulations while on NPS land. As liaison for these ceremonies, the NHP has requested that, for the most part, questions or comments be forwarded through the BRC. 

3. Pot-hunting is not permitted in or around NPS. We ask you as living historians and educators to respect the integrity of these historic sites and their irreplaceable archaeological record. 

4. For planning purposes all participants & participating units must be registered by April 1. 

5. Participants should be in authentic/appropriate dress of the 1770's period when reporting to the event. (See clothing section.) 

6. Each infantry company will consist of: a Captain, a Lieutenant, a 1st sergeant, two sergeants, a eldest corporal, two corporals, and minimum of 30 privates. Each company will be divided into 2 platoons, one commanded by the captain and the other by the lieutenant. Each platoon will consist of a sergeant, 1 corporal and a minimum of 15 privates. One platoon will be assigned the 1st sergeant and the other the eldest corporal who will act as safety officers to the respective platoons. 

7. Platoons will be formed according to their respective Militia/Minute Companies, keeping the autonomy of each group intact, whenever possible. In the event that a Company has less than the designated numbers, on the day of the event, units may be merged to complete a platoon formation. 

8. Please ask all your members to come prepared to play a private if they have not been asked by the organizers to serve in an officer or NCO capacity. 

9. While on NPS property, there is no opposed firing. Participants are not allowed to portray a wounded or dead person. These rules are strictly enforced by the NPS. All firing will be inclined at a minimum of 45 degrees to the left or right of opposing troops and in all areas, on or off NPS land, no firing is permitted within 30 yards of opposing forces. Outside of the NPS, muzzles are to be elevated above opposing forces. Any and all action must be broken off by the Platoon Commander if opposing forces are within the above distance. 

10. No opposing force may come within 10 paces of any fallen troops. Although pilferage of a dead or wounded person may be crowd pleasing, this practice will not be allowed at Battle Road 2000. 

11. Fields of Fire must be maintained at all times by each Platoon Commander. Volley firing or "firing at will" are both acceptable as long as Platoon Sergeants maintain their troops in a line formation. This procedure, due to the relatively small areas in which to operate, is designed to avoid accidents when different platoons are maneuvering on the field. 

12. Pistols may not be worn or used, except by mounted soldiers. 

13. The use or carrying of original/vintage firearms is not acceptable for safety reasons. The Belgium musket will not be allowed due to safety concerns. 

14. All ranks must submit to musket inspection at the NPS, prior to or during the event. Every unit firing in the NPS will have to under go an additional safety check by an NPS Black Powder Safety Officer.

15. Any musket failing inspection will have a brief interval to make repairs, and must be reinspected. 

16. Platoon Commanders and/or Sergeants should inspect muskets after each event, allowing enough time for a failed musket to be cleaned or repaired. 

17. A safety meeting will be held with Platoon Commanders prior to each event for coordination of battlefield scenarios. 

18. The firing of muskets will take place only in designated reenactment areas, and only in an organized and supervised manner, as determined by each Platoon Commander. 

19. Ramrods will be kept in the pipes, except during inspection of muskets. 

20. Campfollower-spectators may march behind the respective Armies but are not allowed on the field during any of the battles for any reason. Unless you are willing to follow the event clothing guidelines, please dress in modern clothing while observing the weekend events. 

21. A CEASE FIRE may be given by an Officer, Platoon Sergeant, or participant who observes a safety violation, or potential danger. A cease fire may be called by either voice command or by raising a hat at the end of a sword or musket, or by the music playing "Cease Fire". 

22.  In general the safety rules of the BAR/BB/CL apply for this event. 

B. BLACK POWDER:
1. Black powder must be pre-rolled in cartridges only, and must contain no more than 110 grains of FF or FFF powder. Cartridges can be rolled with paper or newsprint. The ends may be twisted or taped but not stapled. Extra cartridges, unable to be carried in a cartridge box, should be wrapped in tin foil (baked potato style) in groups of 10 cartridges and carried in a wallet, knapsack, snapsack, or haversack. 

2. Black powder must be kept away from visitors and spectators at all times. 

All ranks will be required to retain empty cartridges in their knapsack, snapsack, wallet, haversack, or leather cartridge box. The potential danger to the public, especially children, warrants all of us to take extra precautions in policing the field before leaving for the next event. Platoon Commanders and Sergeants will be issued bags for policing the field after each event. 

C. CLOTHING:
Participants are required to dress in authentic/appropriate clothing for the 1770's period for Eastern Massachusetts. To achieve the specific look of this time and region, Western frontier and native dress are not acceptable; this includes hunting shirts with fringe, beads, and a general "buckskin" appearance. The appropriate clothing includes a sleeved outer garment: coat, jacket, sleeved waistcoat, smock (but not caped, fringed "rifle/hunting shirt"); gown, jacket, shortgown, etc. Militia companies may not field in matching clothing (coats or waistcoats). These guidelines will be enforced on Saturday for those who are in view of the public: for reenactors on the field, massed music, picket/interpreters, and campfollowers. For further information, see the Clothing Guidelines.

1. No ANACHRONISMS such as: cameras, cigarettes, plastic items, wrist watches, non-period glasses or sunglasses, etc., will be used in sight of any spectator while on the field. (You may bring your camera, but do not use it on the field in sight of spectators while a scenario is being played out. We suggest you wrap it in cloth to make it less obvious. Please hide it in a pocket or bag when not in use. Because of the expense of period glasses, modern glasses will be accepted if not too obvious – wire frames only.) 

2. For safety and authenticity purposes clothing should be of natural fiber such as wool, linen or cotton. Polyester, nylon, Velcro, fringe or other manmade fabric presents a safety hazard and should not be worn. 

3. Any accoutrements such as Company pins, logos, nameplates or any other paraphernalia not authentic to the period must not be worn. 

Detailed information about clothing and equipment can be found at the BRC's Web site at http://www.ai.mit.edu/people/sfelshin/BRY2K/. Watch for changes on the site throughout the winter and spring, as well as the schedule of seminars and workshops.

D. EQUIPMENT
General Notes: All weapons will be inspected according to NHP standards. Any weapon not passing inspection may have repairs made and be reinspected prior to participating in the event.

1. Muskets: reproductions of a British Brown Bess, French Charleville, or other period smoothbore muskets are preferred. They must be equipped with Frizzen cover and Flashguard. Belgium Reproduction Flintlocks are not acceptable. 

2. Knapsack, snapsack, and wallet: may be used for carrying food, water, foiled cartridges, tools, fork & knife, tin cup. Haversacks acceptable but not preferred. 

3. All edged weapons such as swords, bayonets, tomahawks, or knives must remain sheathed with the exception of calling a cease fire. No hand-to-hand actions are permitted. 

4. Canteens: period style, made of wood, leather, gourd, or tin.




The Grand Army of Massachusetts

One key element to ensuring success is everyone's cooperation in amalgamating our recreated groups into the structure defined below. If a unit has a sufficient number of men to form their own platoon, they can do so, otherwise the BAR and Continental Line guidelines for amalgamating and appointing officers and NCO's will be followed. Please ask all your members to come prepared to play a private if they have not been asked by the organizers to serve in an officer or NCO capacity. 

The information contained herein is a general overview only. More detailed instructions for battalion commanders, adjutants, company commanders and 1st sergeants will be sent under separate cover once appointments have been made and confirmed. If you have any questions on the information below, Xxx Xxxxx can be reached via phone and email at: (xxx) xxx-xxxx Email: xxxxx@xxx.xxx

Organizational Structure

The recreated provincial army of Massachusetts Bay is being set up to mirror how many minute and militia companies were formed into regiments before the war. Men from communities were formed into companies and regiments and properly officered according to the appropriate ratio of officers to men. It is from these principles that the organizational structure for Battle Road 2000 has been developed. 

Appointment of Officers

In order to effect the proper ratio of officers to men, units will be amalgamated (per Continental and BAR Guidelines) and all officers and NCO's appointed. Senior officers have been appointed by the overall commander Xxx Xxxxx. Company officers and NCO's will be appointed at the direction of each battalion commander and battalion music will be appointed by the Drum Major. Unless contacted previous to the event, all unit officers/NCO's should come prepared to serve as privates in the ranks. As a unit officer, if you wish to serve as an officer or NCO and have not received an appointment, contact the Deputy Commander, Xxx Xxxxx, before February 15, 2000, and all attempts will be made to satisfy your request. The Battle Road Committee (BRC) thanks you in advance for your cooperation in this matter. 

Command Structure

· Overall Commander – Col. Xxx Xxxxx 

· Deputy Commander – Lt. Col. Xxx Xxxxx 

Headquarters Staff 

The army staff will consist of: 

· Adjutant – Maj. Xxx Xxxxx

· Police – To be appointed 

· Quartermaster – Lt. Xxx Xxxxx and 1 sergeant to be appointed 

· Field Music – Drum Major Xxx Xxxxx

The staff is responsible for overall administration and organization for the event. The police will act as assistants to the adjutant. The quartermaster is responsible for all matters pertaining to the encampment of the troops and the camp necessaries. They will work with their counterparts at the battalion and company level to ensure that all orders and coordination of duties are properly communicated and executed. 

Battalions Commanders: 

· 1st Battalion – Major Xxx Xxxxx

· 2nd Battalion – Major Xxx Xxxxx

· 3rd Battalion – Major Xxx Xxxxx

· Artillery Corp. (Sunday's Tactical) – Major Xxx Xxxxx

Each battalion will consist of: 

· 1 commander with the rank of major 

· 1 adjutant with the rank of Lieutenant 

· 1 quartermaster sergeant 

· 4 companies with a minimum of 35 men 

Each battalion will function as a separate entity during the course of the event. All orders for the battalion will be delivered from HQ to the battalion adjutant who will then ensure that the orders are communicated to the battalion commanders and the company 1st sergeants. There will be no colors carried during Battle Road 2000. 

Companies – Each infantry company will consist of: 

· 1 Captain 

· 1 Lieutenant 

· 1 1st sergeant 

· 2 sergeants 

· 1 eldest corporal 

· 2 corporals 

· minimum of 30 privates 

Each company will be divided into 2 platoons, 1 commanded by the captain and the other by the lieutenant. Each platoon will consist of a sergeant, 1 corporal and a minimum of 15 privates. One platoon will be assigned the 1st sergeant and the other the eldest corporal who will act as safety officers to the respective platoons. In addition, the 1st sergeant performs the same role in the company that the adjutant does in the battalion. The 1st sergeant is responsible for keeping and filling out all paperwork related to the company. 

Administration

Administration of the corps while in the field will be executed using period communication channels and forms. The Quartermaster will assign a location for corps headquarters. The overall commander and staff will be located here. There will be a member of the staff on duty from 7:00am – 12:00 midnight from Friday until Monday morning to address any emergencies. 

All orders will be disseminated in the following manner: 

1. Each evening at an appointed time, the battalion adjutants will attend to headquarters where the brigade major will convey the orders for the following day. 

2. Each adjutant will then review the corps orders with their battalion commander who will add any additional orders that pertain to the battalion. 

3. Each adjutant will then assemble the 1st sergeants of the battalion and cause them to copy into their books the orders. 

4. The 1st sergeants will then show the orders to the company commander, make any additions and then read to the men of the company during the 1st formation of the day. 

Paperwork

Before the Event: Battle Road 2000 is a very complicated event and we need lists of all participants from each unit by April 1st. All participants means combatants (including those who have been asked to serve as officers & field music), massed music, massed music chaperones, interpreters & campfollowers – including all children accompanying interpreters, massed music chaperones or campfollowers. Because these four groups will be bused separately (combatants, massed music, interpreters, campfollowers), each participant must be listed in the proper category so that we can organize the bus transportation. On arrival: All participants should sign in when they arrive on Friday or Saturday unless your unit makes other arrangements to pick up their members' participant packages in advance. During the Event: The following forms of paperwork will be provided and used during the event. It is very important to use these forms since this will be the official participation list for the event. 

· Orderly books – These are to be kept by the adjutants and 1st sergeants. Battalion orderly books kept by the adjutants are to contain all corps and battalion orders. Company orderly books kept by the 1st sergeants are to contain all army, battalion and company orders. 

· Morning reports – These are to be filled out by the 1st sergeant each day following the morning Roll Call with a exact account of each man in his company. The 1st sergeant will complete two copies, one to be returned to the battalion adjutant and the other shared with the captain of the company. 

· Muster Returns – These are to be filled out by the 1st sergeant at the beginning of the event with the name and unit of each member of the company. The 1st sergeant will complete two copies, one to be returned to the battalion adjutant and the other shared with the captain of the company. 

· Battalion Troop Returns – These are to be filled out by the adjutants of each battalion. Once the adjutant has received all of the Morning Reports, he will compile the figures into the Battalion Troop Return. The adjutant will complete two copies, one to be returned to the Army adjutant and the other shared with the battalion commander. 


An Introduction to

The Camp of the Provincials

at Lexington, Massachusetts

By Lt. Xxx Xxxxx, Quartermaster

As our strength congregates in New England, my staff is busily gathering provisions and amenities to ensure that none of the Brave Volunteers will go for want. Though the tasks we perform prior to the camp opening may be overlooked, they are essential to ensuring a smooth, safe and educational experience for all. I believe such efforts combined with your cooperation will result in a job well done that we can look back on with glowing satisfaction. Finally, as true success is linked to good communication, it will also be important to pass along to each of your unit members these Rules & Guidelines of the Camp. 
Structure

The camp will be structured in the British Army design of 1764. Each battalion will camp together as a block with volunteers & NCOs fore, followed by sub-alterns & officers and the kitchen areas aft. Along with a Brigade Quartermaster & Sergeant, there will be three other Quartermaster Sergeants – one for each battalion. Your QM sergeant will assign you & your unit a space after you have registered. We will be distinguished by a coloured armband. Please seek us out before unloading any equipment. It is my intention that each participant set up their respective camps only once...in the correct spot. 

Arrival

Information regarding your QM Sergeant, battalion and company designation, and camp and kitchen areas will be disclosed at the registration area. If you arrive in the middle of the night, please seek out and wake the Quartermaster or a Quartermaster Sergeant. Our tents will be conspicuously placed and labeled. You may bring your vehicle into camp from noon Thursday through Friday afternoon. After dark on Friday, access to the camp will be via a perimeter road which runs adjacent to the kitchen and parade areas. There will be no vehicles allowed into camp once it officially opens. The actual time will be defined by the Brigade Adjutant and passed along to participants via their Battalion Adjutants and Company First Sergeants. Additional information regarding camp stores & resupplies will be passed along in a like manner. Please remember to drive with care in and around the camps where children might be present. 

Parking

During the set-up of the camp, the parking lot on site can be used temporarily. It will have to be vacated by 9:00 pm Friday, as it becomes the bus terminal for early Saturday morning battalion departures. Weekend parking will be 1/2 mile away, accessible by foot via a nature trail / exercise path. 

Tents

The lines will be laid to accommodate 10' long wedges (without flys). It is expected that most participants will be using these standard size wedge tents unless they have received a commission. Please plan accordingly. There will be an 18th century overflow area should your battalion end up with an overabundance of large wedges, walls or marquees. 

As officers and NCOs are being assigned for this event, please note the following guideline: 

· First Sergeants – Wedge (standard or large) 

· Sub-altern – Wall 

· Captain – Wall 

If there is a need for families to remain together, this might be facilitated by using like-sized tents. Otherwise, the overflow area should prove suitable. 

The kitchen flys will be set in a line without regard to their respective battalions. Due to space constraints we must limit each unit to one kitchen fly and cannot allow empty spaces. The line will be filled from one end to the other. Space for wedges to store provisions will be factored into one side of the fly row. 

If you have a special impression which you would like to include in camp, (surgeon, field tavern, forge, &c.) please contact the Quartermaster, Xxx Xxxxx (xxx-xxx-xxxx), so that arrangements can be made ahead of time. We would like to accommodate a diverse cross section of activities to educate the public. 

Weather

April in New England can be very foul or extremely fair. Often it explores both options in short order. Plan for the foul and be pleasantly surprised. Night-time temperatures average in the 30's–40's. Consider bringing sleeping bags, pads, waterproof ground cloths and a wool stocking cap to wear to bed. Our early start will mean cool temperatures to begin; yet on a good day, they can reach nearly 70 degrees. Dress in layers that can be removed and carried in a haversack or blanket roll. There is always the possibility of wet snow, sleet or remnants of its melting. Therefore bring a change of clothes to keep dry. This is also important if the weather is warm. Daytime perspiration will cool you down at night. 

The Camp

Both the Regular and Provincial camps will share the same field. The Sutlers will be directly adjacent to us. They should be open by noon on Friday. The engagements will be early both mornings, so plan on going to bed relatively early. While on campaign Saturday and Sunday, there will be some manner of camp supervision by auxiliary police or security. It will still be necessary to secure all personal and kitchen belongings before leaving. We will provide wood and straw. There will be water spigots at various points in camp. 

Impression

In order to put forth the best possible image we will be policing the camps prior to their opening to the public. Unit commanders should advise all members to comply with your QM sergeant's request regarding the following circumstances. 

· No baled straw around camp as seats – only in tents. 

· Coolers to be kept out of sight – preferably in tents. 

· No beer bottles in sight during public hours. 

· No flags or camp colors other than those designated by the Colonel. 

· Keep excess camp furniture to a minimum. 

· Use lantern posts only at night. 

· No discharge of firelocks in camp. 

Problems

I hope that the communication at the event will flow both ways. We need to know what the shortcomings are so that they can be remedied. Please come to us with any issues regarding the port-a-johns, straw, wood, water, ice, &c. May the Almighty favor our camp and eliminate all obstacles to the Success of the Colonies! 

On behalf of the whole Quartermaster staff, thank you in advance for your utmost cooperation. 

Lt. Xxx Xxxxx

Home Phone: xxx-xxx-xxxx
Work Phone: xxx-xxx-xxxx 
E-mail: xxxxx@xxx.xxx
Unit: www.2ndmass.org 
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Cambridge


The Massachusetts Provincial Congress orders :


Whereas, in consequence of the unhappy disputes between Great Britain and the Colonies, a formidable body of troops, with warlike preparations of every sort, are already arrived at, and others destined for the metropolis of this Province; and the express design of their being sent is to execute Acts of the British Parliament utterly subversive of the Constitution of the Province.  …


Resolved, That a Committee of Safety shall have the power to alarm, muster, and cause to be assembled, with the utmost expeditions, and completely armed, accoutred, and supplied with provisions sufficient for their support in their march to the place of rendezvous, such and so many  of the militia of this Province, at such place as they judge proper and then to discharge them as soon as the safety of the Province shall permit. 





Gentlemen (and Ladies)





  I am honored on behalf of the Battle Road Committee to extend an invitation to you to serve as a member of the militia in this Province.  This is an event of national importance, a major 225th event, and one with very difficult logistical and safety concerns. The task of coordinating and administrating the militia while in the field is a large one. For the success of the event, I am asking that you, as unit contact, share this overview of how the event will be run with each member of your unit. It is the understanding and cooperation of all that will ensure that Battle Road 2000 will become an enjoyable memory for everyone. 


  


  Please note that we need returns by April 1 and that the returns must include all individuals coming including campfollowers and children so make sure you allow adequate lead-time to get an accurate list of attendees. In addition, if you have musicians, or people who would be interested in serving as interpreters, please get those flyers to them soon ... we need those names ASAP and well in advance of April 1.





This mailing includes:


Event Update 			6. Artisan, Citizen, Soldier Material 


Tentative Schedule		7. Interpreter Information		


Clothing Guidelines		8. Musician Information


Military Guidelines		9. Return Information


Promotional Material	 





� 





Hotels


It can get very cold at night in April (in the upper 30’s and low 40’s).  Some participants may want to consider staying in a hotel.  The BRC has arraigned special rates at the following hotels (call between 9 and 5 and mention Battle Road 2000).


SHERATON LEXINGTON INN  	THE WESTIN WALTHAM-BOSTON


727 Marrett Road			70 Third Avenue�Lexington, Massachusetts 02173	Waltham, Massachusetts 02154�Tel: (781) 862-8700			Tel (781) 290-5600


�PRIVATE���
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
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This is a tentative schedule for more up to date information visit http://www.ai.mit.edu/people/sfelshin/BRY2K/
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Saturday, January 29, 2000


Clothing & Accouterments Seminar 


at St. Brigid's Hall, Lexington, MA





Saturday, March 25, 2000 1 p.m.


Muster Day at Buckman Tavern


Lexington, MA Participation is required for members of the Commander’s Roundtable and other local units





Thursday , April  13, 2000


Encampment Opens


Noon at Lincoln Field, Lexington, MA





Friday , April  14, 2000


A Time Trip to the 18th Century


at Buckman Tavern, Lexington, MA, presented by the Massachusetts DAR and the 18cWoman List 





Merchants/Sutlers Open


Noon at Lincoln Field





Battle Road Tattoo


at Lexington Green, Lexington, MA, starting at 7 p.m. Fife and Drum music from MCV, 1st Michigan, and Colonial Williamsburg.  Special visit by Paul Revere.





Paul Revere’s Midnight Ride 


on Hancock Street, Lexington at the Hancock-Clark House 11:00 p.m. presented by the National Lancers 





Saturday , April  15, 2000


Paul Revere’s Capture 


On Route 2A in Lincoln 1:00 a.m. presented by the National Lancers  - NPS





Lexington Green*


Hear the “Shot heard around the world”  at 6:00 a.m. on the Green





Old North Bridge*


Ceremony to commemorate the hostilities at this historic site starts at  8:00 a.m. – NPS





Merriam’s Corner


Battle Reenactment of Regulars' retreat from Concord.  At this location three Colonial Regiments attacked the Regulars 10:00 a.m.
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Note – if you are arriving on Saturday morning, we request that you park at the Minute Man Voc Tech High School.  The directions are the same except on Route 2A you will head West towards the National Park and the school entrance is on the left about 300 yards beyond the highway.





Saturday Parking


MM VoTech





Sheraton Lexington Inn





Encampment
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Ceremony


Small ceremony to commemorate the hostilities at a historic site. – NPS





Virginia Road


Interpretive Program explaining the tactics on Battle Road during this historic day.  11:55 a.m. – NPS





Concord Hill/ Hastings Park


A battle reenactment down Mass. Ave. through Hastings Park and into Lexington center.  2:30 p.m.





Lord Percy’s Relief


Percy’s relief meets Smith’s detachment on Mass. Ave and they retire to the Monroe Tavern.  3:15 p.m.





Lord Percy Retires to Boston


Percy’s battalion faces tough fire as they retire their army back to Boston through Tower Park. 3:45 p.m.





Sunday , April  16, 2000


Tactical*


Load buses at encampment at 7:45 a.m. to ride to a  participant-only battle tactical. (No spectators.)





Church Service*


The Rev. Mr. Emerson will conduct the Sabbath service, reflecting upon the late action of Lexington  and Concord at Buckman Tavern. 11 a.m.





Artisan, Citizen, Soldier 


the people of 1775 Lexington*  


Demonstrations of work and craft by both men and women, militia drilling, children's crafts & games, and Punch and Judy show at Buckman Tavern. Noon.





Rededication of Lexington Battle Green and Minute Man Statue*


Ceremony to commemorate the centennial of the President Grant’s visit to Lexington and the dedication of Lexington Green. 2 p.m.





Monday , April  17, 2000


Encampment Ends


10 a.m. the Lincoln Field encampment closes.





Grand Patriot’s Day Parade*


Lexington’s parade down Mass. Ave. at  2 p.m.





�
The Bloody Angle (Concord/National Park off 2A).�
�
 





Timeline


1745 – Massachusetts provincial troops captured the French fortress at Louisbourg


1756 – French & Indian War started in North America


1760 – King George III  


ascends  to the throne


1763 – Treaty of Paris


1765 – Stamp Act Crisis


1766 – Stamp Act Repeal


1767 – Townshend Act


1768 – Troops arrive in Boston


1770 – Boston Massacre


1773 – Boston Tea Party


1774


March – Boston Port Act


May – Mass. Government Act/ Administration of Justice Act


May – Gage arrives in  Boston as Military Governor


June – Quartering Act /Quebec Act / Gage dissolves Massachusetts General Court


Aug – Crowds close Mass. Court Houses


Sept – Powder Alarm / 1st Continental Congress / Concord votes to form minute men


Dec – Capture of Fort William and Mary


1775


Jan – Concord Minute Men formed


Feb – Parliament declares Massachusetts in rebellion


Feb – Leslie’s Alarm


April – BATTLE ROAD





For more information view the Battle Road 2000 Interpreters Manual at http://www.ai.mit.edu/people/sfelshin/BRY2K/interpreters.
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How is Battle Road different from other reenactments? 


Battle Road is very different from typical reenactments. It follows the original timeline of the day and starts before dawn, jumps from site to site over ten miles, and runs through late afternoon. No other reenactment skips between so many sites, so widely separated, in such a populous area, in a single day.


 


For this 225th anniversary of the original battle, the reenactment has been expanded into a weekend-long event. The main reenactments -- the "Battle Road" proper – will take place on Saturday, and the rest of the weekend will be a relatively standard reenactment with an encampment (set during the Siege of Boston, which lasted from the end of Battle Road through March, 1776), drills and military exercises, merchants/sutlers, historical programs, a tactical, and so forth.








What about women and children and "civilian" men?


Since Battle Road predates the raising of the provincial army and since non-combatants either hid or fled on the original day (at least for the parts we will be reenacting), there are no roles for you in reenacting the event. However, there is a rewarding and valuable role you can play by helping out with crowd control and historical interpretation as interpreters and pickets. If you are not interested in being an interpreter, your options are to stay in camp or to follow the events as a spectator and member of the crowd (we would prefer you to wear 20th century clothes). You will be bused between sites (leapfrogging like everyone else). We will try to send you to the same sites as your family members on the field, but our first priority must be to keep the reenactments running smoothly. We urge you to sign up as interpreters and follow the interpreter guidelines, rather than following the event as part of the crowd. 


What about children?


Please keep in mind that the Battle Road reenactment is a long, hard day which starts before dawn in very cold weather. It may not be appropriate to bring very young children to events, particularly early morning events. You may have more fun spending the morning in Lexington – which is in walking distance of the camp – shopping, eating, or exploring the town during the morning, and then watching the battle as it comes near camp. 


Children are welcome to accompany their non-fielding parents or guardians. Children who are qualified musicians may apply to be admitted into the Massed Music but must be accompanied by an adult chaperone. (Chaperones may bring additional children but it will ease our logistics if you do not.) We will be especially happy to have children join their parents as interpreters – they are very well received by the public – however, they will not be allowed on the field unless their parent or guardian is immediately next to them. 


Bus transportation will be available between all sites for all participants, regardless of whether you are in Colonial or modern dress (provided your name is on your unit's return). Because of the difficult logistics of the event, however, it will be necessary for you and your children to wait for transport from time to time. There will be bathrooms and/or portapotties within a short walk of most sites. 


Anyone desiring bus transportation must make sure that they and their children are on the list which their unit must submit by April 1st. 








WOULD YOU LIKE TO PUBLICIZE THE EVENT?�AND YOUR GROUP’S INVOLVEMENT IN IT? 


�If so – and we hope you do – you might like to contact the media in your area with a story or press release. Here are a few things you will probably want to include:�


Who:	1400 + re-enactors from across the United States and Canada, representing individuals and groups from April 19, 1775. Colonial Williamsburg Fife and Drums and 1st Michigan Fife and Drums. 





What:	The 225 Anniversary of the Battles of Lexington and Concord. Crafts and Camp life demonstrations, Sutlers, Paul Revere’s famous ride, Military Tattoo





When:	April 14th – April 17th





Where:	Lexington, Massachusetts 





Why:	Come back to a that famous and magical night when Paul Revere and his riders warned the Countryside that the Regulars had marched out of Boston. Be part of the re-creation of the birth of a new nation.





It’s going to be great fun and a fabulous learning experience, enriching participants and visitors alike. It will be as if a bygone era has come to life. For four special days in April 2000, over 1400 re-enactors will take part in a special event that will bring you back 225 years to the birth of a new nation. On the green in a small New England town, farmers, merchants, and common folk stood together and faced off against the most powerful country in the world. 225 years later, 18th century re-enactors will converge on Lexington and Concord to re-create one of the most important events in this country’s history. 





Come and see how they lived and worked. Spend time seeing the Sutlers and their wares. Enter the camp and learn crafts the 18th century way. Stop by and see Paul Revere and hear about how he and his partners spread the alarm on April 18th and 19th. Then come and see as the Colonial Americans will take up arms once more in the defense of their liberties as the British Regulars march to Lexington and Concord. Hear the fife and drums and the marching of hundreds of soldiers. Place yourself there that day watching and wondering what the future held. Come and hear the guns roar as revolution begins and the United States is born.





NEED IMAGES? The media are welcome to use the photos on the enclosed card or to download any photos and information from the Battle Road web sites.





COPIES TO US? If the story is covered by your local media we would love to hear about it, and receive a copy of the piece if possible.
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