
Annotation Propagation in Large Image Databases via
Dense Image Correspondence

Supplemental Material

1 Additional Results

Here we show more results of our system on the datasets we experimented with. De-
scription of the datasets and the experiment setups are given in Section 5 in the paper.
We recommend viewing the results electronically and zoom in for more details. No-
tice that some figures span more than one page. We indexed the figures in a grid to
allow referencing particular results. We note that all the results are for images that are
originally untagged and unlabeled in the database (the subset of images I \ It).

In Fig. 1 we show more results on LabelMe Outdoors (LMO) dataset [1]. In addition
to the final result, we also show the MAP labels based on local evidence alone (the
appearance model in Section 3, Eqn. 2), similar to Fig. 3(c) in the paper.

Fig. 2 shows the estimated spatial prior of each word (Eqn. 7) in LMO’s vocabulary.
It can be seen that the prior agrees with the true spatial prior, computed from the ground
truth labels, for more frequent words. The estimated prior is somewhat blurrier than the
ground truth, indicating some errors in classification, however the general layout is
captured correctly. For example, sky is mostly at the top of the image, building is in the
middle, and road and sea are at the bottom.

Fig. 3 shows more results on SUN dataset [2], as well as comparison with the results
by [3], similar to Fig. 8 in the paper. The results of [3] were produced using the authors’
original implementation (available online), modified by us to account for tagged images
as described in Section 3 in their paper (termed “weak supervision”). Taken together
with Fig. 1, these results show that the algorithm can handle large variety of both indoor
and outdoor scenes. Notice that while SUN has a relatively large vocabulary (500+
words), the tags inferred by the algorithm tend to correspond to words with higher
frequency in the dataset. That is because words that occur frequently, and co-occur
frequently with other words, are considered more probable by the algorithm (Eqn. 3).

Fig. 4 and 5 show more results on the ESP game dataset [4] and IAPR bench-
mark [5], where we used the same images and vocabulary as in [6] (available online).
These two datasets are much noisier in terms of both image content and vocabulary,
and so are more challenging for the algorithm. In particular, both datasets include more
abstract words (e.g. smile, night) that are harder to model, as well as words that might
not correspond to a particular image region (e.g. photo).

Finally, Fig. 6 shows more failure cases on all datasets. Limitations of the system in-
clude incorrect classification under similar visual appearance or insufficient exemplars
of particular words (e.g. row 1 columns 2-3, row 3 columns 1,3 in (a), row 1 column 1 in
(b), row 2 columns 2-3 in (c)), and errors due to incorrect inter-image correspondence
(e.g. row 1 column 1, row 5 columns 1,3 in (a), row 2 column 3 in (b), row 1 column 1
in (c)).
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Fig. 1. More results on LMO. For each example, we show the source image on the left, the MAP
labeling using the appearance model only in the middle (computed independently at each pixel;
see Fig. 3 in the paper), and the final result of the annotation propagation algorithm (appearance
model + spatial regularization + regularization via dense image correspondences) on the right.
Note that the final result might not contain all tags from the appearance model result.
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Fig. 2. The estimated spatial prior hs
l (Eqn. 7) for the LMO vocabulary. Words are ordered

from top left to bottom right according to their frequency in the dataset. For each word, the left
image is the estimated prior and the right image is the true prior according to human labels. The
colormap is the same as Fig. 1 above, with saturation corresponding to probability, from white
(zero probability) to saturated (high probability).
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Fig. 3. More results on SUN, and comparison with semantic texton forests (STF) [3]. For some
images, STF assigned too many tags for a clear visualization, and so we limited the legends to 20
words (omitting any excess words; for visualization purposes only).
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Fig. 5. More results on IAPR.
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Fig. 6. More failure cases on SUN, ESP and IAPR.
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