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FROB: Jan Allen and Jessica Hellwig

SUBJECT: Proposal for a revised DINYY to roplace MEMZ, MUDIFY and DITTE

it is proposed that the DITTH command be rewritten, and that a
memo be typet by the user using INPUT, thus eliminating MEM@ and
MZNIFY commands. ‘The file could be given a class name of MEMS.
{Note: this is aot & detsiled proposal, but 2 rough sketch of what
the: change would involve.}

4. fAdvantages of proposed over old schems:

11 Speed up response on iine numbers. Siow resgponse is even

" wore intolerable when typing a memc thah with other forms
of input, since geuerally a card image is fairly discrete,
whereas RBemo liney run on continuously.

2. Allow the user t¢ take advantage of improved and
: future editing tools (guch as REVISE), which ecould not
easily be incorporated into the present MEMZ schems.
{Aleo, as a metter of elegance, we would eliminate
the redundancy of editlng conventions in MEMG.)

3. Give the user the advantage of other commands which
',operate on files, viz. CﬁﬁBIN, SPLIT, and their §
. ‘derivatives, as INSERT. At the same time, this would .
‘make if feasible to include inia momo caxtain other
types of information @ g. Zistings.

C Tt will be n&cws&ary ‘to make seme Binor changes in thai

supervisor. These clianges prohahly should be

:_made anyway, te allow for inpuf in 12-bit mode.

The changes are to the section of the supervisor

~.which coatrels automstic liﬂe«nuabers. When: the
user is in 12-bBit m@de, the sup?rviscr must allow

_for a double- length liﬂe, and must print line.

‘-'ﬂvmbers ‘in 12-5it.  This modificatinn appoarg to

T ba szraightfarvard.‘,[

B (‘tzmmards INPUT, EDIT, FILE, SPLIT, CAMBIN,

¥ BEVISE, PRINTP, etc. must be revised tc handle 12~
hit'infarm&tﬁnn. &gain it wﬂulﬂ geom that thig
should be done anyway



cﬂ

@

3. DITTA must be rewritten, incorporating into it gome of
the sections of MEM® and M@DIFY. These routines appear
to be fairly well subroutinized, so that the rewrite
would not be a major operation.

4. In 12-bit mode there i & need for & character to mean
delete the previGus character. MEM® presently has the
control word ERASE X, where X is defined to mean
delete the previous, It is proposed that this be
added to INPUT. If this can't be done, perhaps in
12-bit mode, INPUT. could read in more than28 words,
to allow for ERASE to pe interpreted by DITT® and for
extra characters. 'rhe user could be told that he can
delete 8 maxiwmum of 3 characters per line (this would
mean that INPUT would have to read 30 words to allow
s full 28 word line).

5, Any memos being written by the present MEM@ comwand
are saved in a binary file. Probably a routine
should be written to convert these to the BCD

INPUT form s0 that memos won' t have to be retypsd

Present DZ’E"M Progrem

e present program reads 1n the meio file, and nakes a
mﬂ';lgil.j.n\:umrgtf scan for hesders, comepts, change-type-ball,
.'footnotes. puring tha-.-:.;sean the: routine stores for %he'i
1iminary. page all commgnts and ihstructions for each’ '}
g:hange-type-ba11 The hﬁesder is ‘gayed, and, for: tootuotoa,;i‘
the appropriate number ig stored ¢ the referenae line.
and in the footnote, asnd the . reterenoe line codé is set.
At the end of this scan, the routing stores final
.tructioﬂh on the preuminar! Dﬁﬁa, and begins storing
: memo, filling in the Page numbssr in each change-type-~
Rall instruction. When the entire memo is stored, the ‘
'f:otal page count is stored in the preliminary page, ‘and

‘ f’.mam is printed. ;

Pr(xgram logio ‘
w,q; Pl . Lo
“The proposed. progmm ‘can use" thaa basic logié ﬁt the
’preaent one, with ce;rtain changas. In mking ‘the L
“preliminary scan, DITT$ should count lines per page, .
‘and, ipstead of storing the mqo in anotherbmter, ’
begin immediately printing the. preliminary page.
S8ince DITT? would be counting Yines and pages, the
Page number for each change-type-ball is known. -
"+  ‘The only difference would be in the handling of
¢ footnotes--a buffer will have to be set up to.
Y indicate what x::otmtos Bugt go at the end of
each page.
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After this intial scan the routine can print the total
nunber of pages and final instructions. Then it can
go through another secan, probably using the sane
routine, but this time printing out each page.

Other Suggestions .

Be

Since CEMBIN and SPLIT are available, it shouldn't
be necessary for DITT® to type a memo from several
files. The user should be able to split a long
memo file into several smaller files, and then
DITTY each individually. To do this the user
should be able to apeciiy to DITI¢ the page
number to begin paging with, and also whether

or not to include the page total in the heading.

DIT'M should be able to prooess files in either
6~bit or 12—b1t.
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