Multics Task Report MTrR-10)
To: Distribution

From: 0. De Friesen

Date: September 10, 1975

Subject: Multics Data Base Manaqer Task.Peobrt

Tne_ Multics Data Base Manaager Project has adopted a
structured proqramming approach to the design, documentation and
implementation of the project. This apPproach has Lled to a

aradual development of the task list for the nroject, rather than
the preparation of a comolete task list at oproject initiation
time. This report covers the initial phase of the project and
carries it through to the 2nd of 19075,

When the decision was made to wuse structured proaramming
techniques, the intention was to utilize the documentation
technique develooed for the v%™ Project. In applyina this
technique, a number of methodoloaical questions were raised by
project members concerning such thinas as definitions of data
types, rigor of proofs and the advantages of p-notation as
opposed to airect use of PL/I within the desion process. The
necessity for the rigidity and extreme atomization dinherent in
the mechanics of the documentation techniague was also challanged.

After considerable deliberation it was decided in mic-Auoust
to enforce the spirit (rather than the letter) of the
cdocumentation method, Since that time, the pace of development
tas increased noticeably,

One remaining problem area is the time required to enter the
documentation into the Multics System. The project is currently
on schedule,

Personnel currently assigned to the project are James<c £,
Weeldreyer (JAW), Roqer D. Lackey (RDL)., Richard G. Luebke (PGL)

. and Oris D. Friesen (ODF).

Multics Project internal working documentation. Not to be reproduced or dis-
tributed outside the Multics Project.
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