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SUBJECT: PDO Multics General Oevelopment Group Status Report

I. Signlfticant Events

Runoff has been successfully Implemented on the I8M 3707168
under MVT. It requlres a rather large reglon fo run In (TSO
users must use the 300K reglon) and we expect reasonable use
of the batch verslon by users using the smal ler reglons. We
wil) probably not try to market runoff untll MVS s
installed which wil! provide a more hospltable environment
tor runoff. Therefore, Tim Dempsey wiil be returning to the
RDMS Subgroup. Thanks for the help Tlm.

Hork has gone very well ‘on laproving the performance of the
Multlcs version of runoff. It now usually costs less than
the BCPL version (CPU is signlflcantly {less whlle memory
units are stightily more). (For more Information on runofft,
see Task Status below.)

Gary Dixon will be leaving the General Development Subgroup
to work In the Systems Assurance Subgoups He will continue
to work half tlme untll July 1 with the MGDS to fulflll our
obllgatlons to the Consistent System. The installation of
the library tools will be one of the first tasks that he
will do In the Systems Assurance Group.

Tape_in/tape_out has been submitted for LnSiallatlon.

II. Task Status
1« Runoft

As mentloned above, work on the O0S version and the
performance Iimprovements have been completed. He
currently have only one problem to overcome before we can
install runoftf In the Multics IML to start gettlng wilder
user exposure. That Is the hardware problem whlch causes
substr®*s of Index®s to fall. This Is currently felt to
be the same as the *“SCM™ problem and a fix ls kncwn.
Runoff currently has a trap for thls probiem, but we feel

Muitlcs Project internal working documentation. Not to ©be
reproduced or distributed outside of the Multics Project.

page 1



MTIR -

2.

3.

4.

126 Multics Task Report

it Is better to walt for the tix (a simple one “red” wire
change) to be Installed before Installiing runotf.

Work Is proceeding on the task({s) ot enhancing runoff. A
consolidated list of all the suggestions that have been
made over the vyears has been created and should be
distributed as a draft to Interested partles this weeks
Once we feel that we have 3 complete list, we will try to
evaluate the suggestions and for those suggestions that
are deemed desirable, we wiii try to wsssign prlorities
based upon need and difficulty,

Tapes

As mentloned above, tape_In/tape_out has been submitted
for Instaillatlion. It has been used by User Services for
some time now and numerous bugs have been found and
tixeds, so we have high hopes that it has been pretty well
shakened down. Janice wilil now start to work on a3
tape_list command that wiltl 1ist the contents of a
tape_ansi_ or tape_ilbwm_ tape. This shoulid not be a large
task and barring unforeseen Interrupts, It should be
completed by the end of the month.

Janlice has completed the documentation for the latest set
of changes for tape_ansl_ and tape_lbr_ In tims to go out
with the other Release 4.0 documentation. She IS now
working on Implementing those changese. '

Larry Johnson has started to work on tape_lol_ and |s
planning to have |t released with Release 5.0 toward the
end of this year. Janice is working with him and B8it}
Sliver on the design and the MTB.

Conslstent System Support

Gary  has completed his work on retrieve and
display_common. Txom 1Is working on a generallzed
date/time conversjion program auch Ilke
convert_date_to_blinary_.

User Accounts Support

Honeywell has taken over the project of providing user
settable account funds {ow -warning threshold so it s
being taken off our (jist, This leaves the takes of
Installing the ACL cleanup programs and designing a
method of reducing the user reglstration fite (and PNT).
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TICS Support

Most of Frank®s time has been spent getting acqualinted
with TICS and fixing problems that were keeping it from
running. We now have a running version and wlil be
switching over to maintenance modee.
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