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MULTICS TASK REPORT - MTR-134
Io! MTR Distrlbutlon
Froms PDO Multics General Davelopment Group

Gary Ce Dixon, Recorder

Dates October 18, 1976
Subjectt Status for September/0October

MEETINGS

The Multlcs general DOevelopment Group (MGDS) met twice
during the reporting period, one on September 30, 1976 and a
second on October 14, 1976. Dennls Capps, Gary Dlxon,
Janlice Philtlppsy Roger Roach and Frank Smith attended both
meetingse.

2ROJECT_SIALUS

The current status of prolects underway Is outilned below.

Lape_Support

Janice reports that support of the lo_call order for
tape_ansi_ and tape_lbm_ 1Is scheduled for Installation In time
for MR 5.0« The programs have been submitted, and will be
Installed after the new decode_clock_value_ and
encode_clock_value_ subroutines which tape_ansl_ calils to decode
Jullan dates. '

Several bug tixes for tape_ansi_ and tape_lbm_ are
underway, and MCRs have been submitted. Included is a tix for
IBM VBS format wrlite error, which attempts to wrlte -3 characters
anto the tape, producing a segment out-of-bounds.

PLZI_Runott

Dennls Capps ls restructurling the PL/1 verslon of runoft on
Multics to make the transfer of changes from Multics to the
IBM/370 0OS version of runotf easier. This restructuring Is
almost complete, and Dennls ropes to have documentation for the
transfer process finlshed by October 22. Integration of the
recent runoff enhancements to the 0S version should be completed
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during the first week of Novambar.

There was some dlscussion of how the difference In handling
tabs iIn the new version of runoftf was affecting runoff users.
The MPM people were surprlsed by the problem, and have gone back
to the BCPL verslon ot runoft to avold having to convert thelr
filese Converslion of the flies Is easy (via a ted tabout command
on the runott segment), but they wish to avold thls converslion
NOWe Negotiations are underway to find a better solutlon to
their problems. For example, we might write a special conversion
program to convert runoff segrments whilch have a tab
incompatibillity.

Systes_Administcation

Frank Smith has a new version of the est_blil command which
will handle operator-defined shlft changes, so long as the shift
changes have been defined when est_bill is lnvoked. Alsoy bug In
the usage_and_revenue report program has been found and flxed.
New verslons of . these programs will be submitted for
instaltiation.

Qate/llme _Conwvecslen

Gary Olxon has subm]tted the recoded version of
decode_clock_value_ and a new encode_clock_value_ subroutine for
installation. These subroutines will be wused by the new
convert_date_to_blnary_ subroutlne, but are going Iin now for use
by tape_ansli_ In converting Juilan dates to calendar dates.

EUTURE _PLANS

Tape_Support

Negotlations are underway wlth User Services to produce an
IPC memo descrlibing how tapes can be used on Multlics. This memo
will be written by Jan and by George Wlillams of the IPC User
Services groupy as time permits. Also planned Is an MPM
Reference Gulde sectlon descrlbing use of tapes on Mul tics.

2L/1_Runatt

Dennls asked the group to set some priorities for his work
in the future. The group provided the following list.
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HIGHEST Priority

Integrate latest enhancements Into 0S version

Plan, write MINs for next gnhancements

Upgrade O0S & Multics documentation for latest enhancements
Conslder affect on users of tab problem.

LOWESY Priority

2ystenm Admlnlsication

fFrank wiill be submitting MCRs to Install recent bugs ftlxes
in adaministrative programs. Flxed versions of these programs are
currently Installied and being used out ot >udd>sa>ilb.

Qata/limae_Conversion

Gary will complete convert_date_to_binary_ when time
permiftse.
Verslon 11 _APL

Honeywel hasllnforned us of thelr plans to Install an
upgraded Verslon II APL at MIT by February or March. The upgrades
may Includet new operators currentiy supported by IBM APL; a

flle system faclilitys an IBM~to-Multlcs workspaCe conversion
programe.

Janice wlil act as llalson for the group with the Honeywell

APL effort, She will run some functional and performance ftests
against the new version, and make sure it meets the needs of MIT
userse.

NEW _MEETING TIME

MGDS meetings have begen moved to 2300 PM on alternate
Thursdayse
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