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SUBJECT: Multlcs Library Malntenance Tools Project Status

I. Slanlficant Events

1)

3)

4)

5)

The Hardcore portion of the extended Star Conventlon has
been Instalied In MSS 21.1i. Thls code seems to work flne.
The Onllne portion of the extended Star Convention, and the
extended Equal Conventlon, have both been submltted for
installatlion. When Installed, phase one of the extended
Star Convention and the extended Equal Conventlon will be In
effect. Users wlil! then have one month to convert the stars
In star name components of the form !*** or *¥*¥ or abc*def¥®
to questlon marks. After one month, phase two of the
extended Star Conventlon will be Installed, the stars In
these star names will be treated as lilegal, and a single
star In components of the form abc*def wllil be Interpreted
as "matchling any number of characters In the corresponding
component and letter posltion®,

My revislion of MPM Reference Gulde Sectlion 6.2y "“The Multics
Condition Mechanism*, has been adopted for the next revislon
of the MPM., Thls revlslon describes the condition mechanism
using PL/I termlnology, and It Includes the changes to the
condltlon mechanism outllned In T0S-Q.

‘I have completed a slmple runoff macro which formats the

header Information of an MCR. This will be Installed In
>udd>m>iibrary>e shortly,

Artene Scherer®s work on update_include lIs complete, except
for some last minute testing. The new verslion of
update_Iinclude Instalis include flles Into >idd>include,
using the Ontine Library Installation protocol.

Work has finally begun on removing calls to the MSL (Multlcs
Segment List) subsystem from the Hardcore and Salvager
Library updater. Dave Jordan has undertaken thls projlect as
part of the conversion of the Hardcore/Salvager updater to
v2pii. The information In the MSL will be replaced by the
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informatlon stored In the Hardcore and Salvager Library
dlrectory entrles and archlve headers, and by a 1lst of
Hardcore and Salvager system lds and system Instaliation
dates. New programs to 1lst thls Information are aimost
complete.

IT. Task Status

As mentloned abovey, I am creating tools whlch map the status
of the Multlics System {(Hardcore, Salvager, & Onllne) Llbraries.
I hope to finish work on these tools durlng November, and to make
them avallable to the Multlcs Llbrary malntalners for trlal use
pefore finatllzing the command {nterfaces. DOuring November, MCR"'s
for these tools will be submltted and command documentation will
be wrltten.

Pete Kelley and I are still planning the changes which are
needed for the Onilne Library Installation tool, update_seqg.
Enhancements planned for the Immediate future Inciude belng able
to Install very large modlflcatlons (e.g.y a new PL/I complier)
In a single Installatlon, and maklng some mlinor bug fixes In the
installation documentation programs. We are also deslgning an
enhanced documentatlon facliity to include a brlef summary of
each change In the Instailation documentatlon, Iincluding MCR
numbers. MCR®"s for these changes will be submitted shortliye.

Pete Is also writing an MT3 describing our long range plans
for the Online Llbrary Instali{ation tools. This MTB should be
published during November,

Finally, 3 manual describing all of the llbrary maintenance
commands and procedures lIs belng planned, along with SPS
documents describing ajil of the subroutine Interfaces of the
{ibrary malntenance tools. This documentatlon effort will be
described In an MTB to be publ!lshed shortly.

As mentloned above, Arlene Scherer has rewrlitten
update_Ilnclude, adding cleanuo handlers, using new ACL
primitives, followlng Online Llbrary Installation standardss etc.
She also modifled the cleanup command which searches for obsolete
i1ibrary segments and deletes any whlch are found. The
modiflication cause cleanup to search the iml_Info and Include
dlrectorlies for obsolete segments.
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3 O

1)

2)

3)

4)

Hork Planned

contlinue the planning of future workj; write the proposals
and MCRs for thls worke.

A) update_seg. {Kelley, Dlxon, Roachy Scherer)

53] {lorary descriptor programs. {(Dlxony, Roach, Scherer,
Jordan)

c) miscellaneous tools. {Dlxony Roach, Scherer)

D) user-accesslble llbrary. (Dlxon, Roach, VanVlieck)
£) documenting tools/procedures, (Kelley, Dlxon)

finish the {ibrary_info, llibrary_map, and |lbrary_print
commands, and thelr subroutines. (Dl xon)

publish an SPS wrlteup for the update_se3 command. {(Kelley)

»
begln Implementing some of the update_seg enhancements,
(Kelley)
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