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To:? Distrlbution

Froms T. He Van Vieck

Date? 11712773

Subjectt System Adminlstration Status

The problem of the Initlallzer process hanglng because some other
process coutld not be destroyed has plaguedued us several times
since 1last report. Steve MHWebber has worked out a hardcore
modlfication, whlch allons the destruction of a oprocess to
proceed In two phasess, with the Inltlallzer blocked In ring &
instead of walting In ring 0 whlie the process to be destroyed
completes Its destructlion. Thils change regqgulred failrly
substantlial changes to the Answerling Service; the major changes
were In dlalup_, absentee_user_manager_, and daemon_user_mnager_.
Checkout of the modified pxss and the modlfled answering service
has gone siowty, but we now think we know how to make It work.

The October blltilng was susplciously remunerative for diske MWe
took In more money than we could have 1f all pages on the dlsk
were chargerd to userse. Investigation showed that our dlsk
revenue doubled on the day that system 21.0 wds instatled. This
problem was traced to the speclal salvager whlch modifled the
directory format for system 21.0. The time-record-product fleld
In the directory was accldentally doubled. Arrangements are
belng made to send a fletter to all projects explalnling the
mlstake and to credlt all accounts.

A series of discussions are underway concerning the posslibillty
of improving the rellablliity of the Multlcs Storage Systemy, and
of adding deslrable features such 3as support for detachable
packs.

The change of the Initlallzer®*s access control name to
“Initlatlizer.SysDaemon.z" has been submitted. The removal of
*st00ls" from the default search rules has run Into a snags the
daemon processes look for >toolis>mrd_ before the daemon®s process
overseer has been located, and so the daemons are unable to
attach thelr I/0 streams. Some way around this wil! be Invented.

New verslons of the System and Prolect Administrator®s Manuals
are aimost compiete, The Inltlallzer Messages and Answering
Service Commands MOSN®s have been updated, and two MOSN*®*s on
Network operation also completed.
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Euture Plans

A source-extractlon daemon Is needed so that we can glve wusers
controlied access to the source of the system. Thls should be a
simple-enough adaptation of code we already have. The code wlll
enable us to charge users for source extractlons, and to Insert a
message at the beginning of each flle extracted to the effect
that the copy ls provided for examlnatlon oniy (so*s we can
protect our copyrlight).

The iImprovements to the printer D0OIM are proceeding. When
completed, the willl allow users to request printlng through the
perforatlons on the paper, and permlit the printlng of *separator
bars'" between pleces of output to ald the operators I[In the
separatlon of output,
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