Multics Task Report MTR - 025

TN?S Distributlon
FROM? Gary C. Dixon
NATE? ‘January 7, 1974

SYRJECT: ANSI Standard Tape DIM Status

I. Slaniflcant Exents

Frank "anall has flnally ba3jun work cn the ssyrchronous taps
10 package after completing his work on APL/TSO (NS/373).

Ross Kllnger has completzd codiniy the loal~al recorsd
nlock.ng an”® deblocking subroutines of the ANST NTM ragx/wrlto
antrles.,

IT. Iask Status

Frank fanall ls examlnlna tdcm, tap2_, and nstd_ to learn
how tape 10 1ls currently hancled on Multicrs, porior to designing
an asynchronrous Interface to tdcm which car be used by all NIMs,
hy tape mount, etc to access records on tape.

Ross Klingar ls debugglng the loglical record ‘
blocking/deblocklng package of the ANST NIM rezi/write entries,
using a flle_ simulator In place of actual tape 10,

1 have outllned an MT8 describlng tha irstallation olan for
the ANST Standard Tape DIM (astd_), and the f2atures 3n=z
restrlctlons which will be present at each phase of the
tnstallation. This MT3 [s beinj revliewcd by members of the 3group
orior to publjication,

ITI. Work Planped

Frank will create a3 orelimirary Zeslan for the asynchronous
taps TN interface which will be formallzed Aurlry discussions
41 th Ross, Nennis Cappss Janl-e Phillippsy Ans T,

Ross wlll continua testing his logic~| record reai/wrlite
package using an nstd_ simulator for the asynchronous tape I0
packag2. Then ha wlll Interface hls code with & nearly-comol=te
~ommand (ostaoe) whlch reads zni Wwrites T3pes oN Multics In an
ns/37.-compatible format, :

Myl ti~s Protect Internal worklng cocumentation. Not to b=
reoroduced or distributed outsliis the Multtlcs Prolact.
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After checkout of blockling/deblocking using ostane, Ross

11 ‘ntecrate th: loglcal record read/write package Into the
ANST StanAdard Tapoe DIM and perform flnal checklna. At tnls
polnt, reacd/vrlite renuests will still be performed throuagh the
nstd_ s!mulator bacsus2 the asynchronous interfzca to tdcm will
not hrsve been completed, We may lnstall this slow rarformlng
verslion of astd_ to make an ANST NIM avsllabla to users.
Yowever, as Soon =S Frank compli2tas the asynghronous intertace to
t4cm, the read/write interface of astd_ will be modlfled to use
thls hlah-performance asynchronous Interface,

T wlild complete the MTR describlng the instalistlon plan for
the ANST Standard Tape J9IM, and the MCP proposina lts
Installation Into the systenm,
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