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FROM? Gary C. Dixon
DATE: July 15, 1974

SUBJECT2 ANSI Standard Tape DIM Project Status

I. SIGNIFICANT EVENTS

Most of the project members have been on vacatlion during
Juney, so no status report was issued during June. However, we
have made some significant progress.

Frank Canali has finish tapelo_y and this new Interface to
TOCM Is now being used to check out the ANSI Tape I/0 Module.

Ross Klinger finished Version One of the tape_in/tape_out
command, This version accesses files via fite_, and tapes via a
subset of the ANSI and I8M Tape 1I/0 Modules., It reads/writes
non-labelled tapes consisting of ftiles with ANSI or 0S/370
standard records. tape_in reads tape fliles into the Multics
Storage System, and tape_out does the reverse. Both operations
are under the control of an ASCII control segment.

IT. TASK STATUS
tapeio_ (Frank Canalli)

As mentioned above, Frank has tinished coding and debugging
of tapeio_. Because Honeywell] was uncertain abouft the tapeio_
interfaces documented in MTB-051, especlally those assoclated
Wwith the Tape Mount Package which they are developingy, Frank has
implemented only the subset of interfaces in MTB8-051 necessary to
suppart the ANSI and IBM Tape I/0 Modules.

Al though Frank®s work on tapeio_ is essentially complete
(only some PLM documentation remalins), Ross Klinger may put some
additional error recovery and correction code iInto tapeio_,
rather than performing this correction In several other
subroutines of the tape I/0 modul e,
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ANSI Tape 1/0 Module - Version 2 (Janice Philtipps)

Jan has been testing out a version of the ANSI Tape 1I/0
Module which wuses a simulator for the Tape Mount Package, which
uses Ross Klinger®s record blocking/de-blocking code, and which
uses Frank Canali®s tapeio_ as an interface to TDCM., The error
handl ing procedures at each level of the I/0 module have not been
completely implemented as yet, and hardware errors have delayed
the checkout of the I/0 module.

IBM Tape I/0 Module = Version 1 (Janice Phillipps)

Jan has begun work on the special entry point of the ANSI
Tape I/0 Module which supports IBM (0S/370 and 00S/370) Standard
Tapes. Version 1 of the IBM Tape I/0 Module witl be complete,
along with Vversion 2 of the ANSI Tape I/0 Module, In tate July or
early August. Version 1 of the IBM Tape I/0 Module will support
0S/370 Standard Labelled Tapes, using any 0S/7370 record format.
We anflclpate abouf one week®s delay In our schedule for
implemenflng Verslon Two of the ANSI Tape I1/0 Modul e.

S

Reco~d Blocking/De-Bfocking = (Ross Klinger)

Ross compléféd his logical record blocking/de-blocking code
before l1eaving on a 5 week vacation. However, the error handling
interfaces between his code and Jan®s were not well-defined, and
Ross will be spending some time with Janice reworkling these
interfaces. The main portions of the code have been debugged (we
think) and are functioning well.

?(H [
tape_in/tape_out''(Ross Klinger)

The tirst ‘version of the tape_in/tape_out commands are
complete and have been tested. Thls first version uses file_
because the interface to vtile_ was not well documented when the
coding was done. N T

The next Verslon "ot thesé commands will use PL/I I/0 (via
the ANSI and IBM ?ape I70°Modules) to access tape files, and will
use PL/I I/0 (via' ' vfite_ ) to access disk files, once PL/I 1I/0
provides full support for processing unstructured files with
reco~d I/0.

Pro)ect Coordxnaflon (Garv Dixon)

I have urlften fuo MTBs describing our work on the tape 1I/0
modul es. MTB-OQU descfibes The ANSI Tape I/0 Module, and MTB-096
(to be published- shorttV) “descrlbes the IBM Tape I/0 Module.
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Whil2 these MTBs do not provide a detailed description of our
imptementation ot these two I/0 modules, they do summarize the
functional capabilities being implemented and our plan for the

imptementation, More detailed documentation wlll be provided
before the modules are submitted for installation.
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