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TOs Distributlion
FROM: Gary Ce. Dlxon
DATES Dctober 79 1974

SUBJFCT: ANSY Standard Tape 170 Module = Project Status

I. SIGNIFICANY EVENTS

Nork on Version Three of the ANSI Standard Tape I/0 Module
is progressing well. Coding Is ahead of our orlglnal schedule,
and It now appears that the correction of deticliencles in the
Version Two los_ DIM and converslon to lox_ will be complieted and
tested by October 3t.

IT. TASK STATUS

Correctlon of detlclencles In the Version Two OIM and
converslon to an I/0 module with lox_ Interfaces are going on
concurrentiy. Code for the lox_g$attach Interface |Is complete,
Inciuding the actual attachment module, a mount controlier with
volume switching capabliities, and an attachment option parser.
The parser was written to be the unlversail tape attachment option
parser, to be calied by all tape I/0 modules partliclpating In the
tape_file_ generallzed attachment scheme.

The code supportlngi the iox_$read_record and
lox_swrlte_record Intertaces ls complete.

The code supporting the lox_Sopen Interface has been
desligned, and coding ls underway. This code comprises the bulk
of the 1/0 module. The design allows for a future volume
suitching capabillity.

The code supporting the lbx-scontrol, lox_8%close, and
lox_sdetach entry points remalns to be done.

An MTB wili! be wrlitten describing the Verslion Three ANST
Tape 1/0 Module Interfaces, and outlining the instaltation plan
for Version Three. We hope to have Verslon Three installed In
time to make the Multlics Refease IT shipment date.

Multics Project Internal mworking documentatione. Not to be
reproduced or distributed outside the Multlics Project.

PURE



Multics Task Report MTR - 065

ITT. INTERESTING INSIGHTS

A new fact about the MTS=5QQ Tape Subsystem hardware has
come to llght. When writing Iin 9-mode, the feft-most bit of each
9-blt byte pust be zero! 1t Is not lgnored, as stated In the
MTS=-500 documentation. When the left-most blt Is non=zero, it Is
or®ed wlth the Perlpheral Subsystem Interface Adapter®s (PSTA®*s)
parity bit, possibly causing a channel status of "“111*"b to be
returned. Since the channel status Is lgnored by existing tape
DIMs and 170 modules and since the malor and mlnor status report
that all is well, this channel status results in an unexplained
hardware error., The tape FFs from Okl!ahoma City report that the
PSTYA Is operating according to speclfications, and cannot be
changed to handle this condltion reasonably. Therefore, users of
Multics tape I/0 modules must use them under the new restriction
that all characters being written in 9-mode must have their
left-most bits off, ’
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