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Multics Task Report MTR - 076
T0! Distribution

FROM S Ross E. Kiinger

DATE S December 30, 1974

SUBJECT: ANSI Standard Tape I/0 Module - Project Status

I. SIGNIFICANT EVENTS

Testing of Version Two of fthe IBM Tape I/0 Module is
compiete, with the exception of the non=-labeled tape capability.
A meeting with Muttics COBOL complier development group was held
on December 3 to discuss COBOL tape requlirements. As a result of
that meeting, the control faclilitlies of the I1/0 Module have been
enhancede.

II. TASK STATUS
The I/0 Module now supports IBM standard labeled tapes.

The volume Initiallzation facility was expanded to pernmit
automatic initlatizatlon In certaln cases. For those cases whilch
require queryling for permission, code was added to dlfferentlate
among cases, in order to more explicitly speclify why
initiatization lIs necessarye.

A mechanism to detect and prevent multiple I/O0 requests from
different command levels was Ilncorporateds In additlion to a
mechanism which prevents muitiple attachments to different flles
of the same file sete.

The iox_$control tacliiity was enhanced by the adaition of
five new operationss “tile_status®, “volume_status*, *“feov"
(force end of volume, for COBOL), “close_rewind” (to support
COBOL CLOSE)s and “retention® (to specify resourse disposition
after attachment)e.

The ANSI MPM documentatlion 1Is 75% completes the IBM
documentation 50% complete.
III. FUTURE PLANS

During the first week of January, the non-labeled loglic
module will be written and tested.

Multics Project Internal working documentatione. Not to be
reproduced or distributed outside the Mul tics Prolect.
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The IBM documentation wlil! be compietedy, and an MCR
submitted, The 1I/70 Modules will be Included in Multics SR3.0.
The I/0 Modules will be Installed In the MIT IML on an Interim
basiss so that they may be- put Into productlon as soon as

possible.
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