Multics Task Report MTR - 080

To: Distribution
From: pavid M. Jordan
Date: February 24, 1975

Subject: System Maintenance Status, January 25 - February 21

1. Significant Events

Our original CPU A has returned from having cache
installed. After running for several weeks as CPU C, it was
determined that this processor was running reasonably well,
so our non-cache processor was shipped out and CPU C was
renamed CPU B. (CPU A -> CPU C -> CPU B...)

The AIM software (MSS 25.0) was installed briefly 1last
weeks, but several problems arose and it was pulled. The
problems have apparently been corrected, and we expect to
try the system again in the next week.

Our printer has been acting up, giving us a variety of
problems. More on this problem in the Problem Areas
section.

A prototype version of the new ABSI for the IMP has
been successfully tested on service. At this time ESL 1is
getting boards made up for a production version of the ABSI.

A. Online System Installations

During the past month, there were a total of 233
changes to the online libraries. Included among the changes
were the installations of Ross Klinger s ANSI and IBM tape
modules, the new trace command and the new probe command.

B. Other Installations

During this reporting period most of - the hardcore
installation work has been spent preparing the thus far
unsuccessful AIM system. However, we did install MSS 24.8
(which included a new IMP dim and several other minor
changes), MSS 24.8a and MSS 24.8b (both including fixes for
ioi). At this time, we hope to reinstall 25.0 in the next
week or so.

C. Crash Analysis

During this period the system has remained fairly
stable, although a combination of hardware and software
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problems during the past week caused a larger number of
failures than we would like. At this time it appears that

the software problems (two bugs in ioi) have been corrected

and that the hardware problems may be under control.

Jan Feb Feb Feb Total

25-31 1-7 8-14 15-21
Hardware 2 2 2 7 11
Hardware Suspected ] ] ] ] ]
Software B} 1 1 4 2 8
Software Suspected g 9 @ ] g
Not Yet Analyzed [} ] 2 ) )
Not Analyzable 1 /] ] ) 1
Other 1 '] 7] 4 5
Total 5 3 4 13 25

2. Problem Areas

Our only major problem at this time is the printer.
During the past month just about everything that could go
wrong with the printer has. We have had several periods of
extended down time and several periods when it wasn’'t clear
whether the printer was up or down. At this time there
appears to be no .easy answer for these problems, but the io <
daemon spooling facility (which could be installed in the
next few weeks) has at various times prevented incredible
backlogs of print requests. One major concern with having a
questionable printer is that we might have to run the
salvager without a printer, thus loosing whatever output
might have been printed. There is now some hope that the
salvager can be modified to put its output onto tape, thus
allowing us to determine what errors have occured, but this
appears to be several months away.

3. Task Status

Arlene’s work on library fetch is nearing completion.
At this time she is debugging The code used for setting
access and expects to have the command ready for
installation by March 15.

Peter s work on library cleanup is now moving to the

debugging stage. At this time it appears that
library cleanup will also be ready for installation around
March 15.

Grace has completed the changes to backup requested by
the auditors and has returned the package to them for final
auditing. It is expected that this will be installed in the
next several weeks. 1In addition, she has completed coding
on several sections of library descriptor and is now
debugging these sections. - ~/
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Gary finally managed to get some time (well, not much,
but a 1little) to work on the 1library tools. He has
submitted the reduction compiler for installation and has
completed the search routines required for library fetch and
library cleanup. In addition, he has been working on the
procedures required for eventual installation of the first
group of tools (library map, library print, library_cleanup,
library_descriptor, etc.) and is hopeful that work on the
MCRs required may begin in the not too distant future.

4. Work Planned for the Coming Month

We expect to get the AIM hardcore changes installed in
the next week or two. In addition, we expect to process a
number of further changes for AIM after the hardcore change
has been successfully installed.

The changes requried for notification to users of
errors encountered by backup are expected to be ready for
installation in the next week or two.

We expect to have a number of the library tools ready
for installation by March 15. With a little luck, we may
get as far as actually submitting them for installation
before the next month is oubt.

Hopefully, Pattie will be able to work during the next

few weeks and get our listing books back up to date.
)
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