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May 2, 1969

P IOl JEIG R, Licklidor
. %

This is to confirm our “telecon of 30 Anx 11 1 969 during which General Electricls

&

revised position relative to the 64 5/MULTICS Program was reviewed with you,

c's previous position in this m

As discussed with you, General
Position - 645/MULTICS, 19

docambmbd in the paper entitled

(&} 4
ing Baesis'" dated 15 Januar ) 1969, is considered as having been 2bro oga ated by
BTL! s recent d commibtment from the Program, Furthcz, inasmuch as the
Bcll iﬂc“:a ¢ Liaborato ries represented the niost immediate and represen-
tative 111c;ustr 1" user of the ¢ ntemplated MULTICS comn czc'"l' service
offering," )—E‘s interest in proceeding with that offe ring at this time is consider-
ably clu“mnls by virtue of BTL's withdrawal. Accorcdngl’y, the following
revised General Eleciric position is established effective this date:

o GE is withdrawin g its comm itment at this time to offer a commercial
on-line MULTICS service, '
o GE will continue its active support of and participation in the

MULTICS Dg,vdoomcnt Program through the 3rd quarter 1969,
provided that M IT and ARPA continue to support the program

at a level which will p\,"‘f*'llv the attainment of an op "'athﬂcJ.
MULTICS status and the annoonccrocm of such status b\j the end

of the 3rd quarter 1969, < .’/\.nf‘.uk"CbFlC“ t" is defined 2 muu.uﬂy
acceptable declaration by GE and MIT that the MUL -.TCD softwar
ciently stable to reliably support a nominal level of 30
simultancous users with CTSS - equivalent response times),

n Y“

o The level of GE's support of the Program beyond the 3rd qua
1969 will be a function of the use to which the 645/MULTICS s
is applied. It is proposed that, on or about the above mutua
declared operational date, the 645/MULTICS sy tem be utilize
for an on- ervice, with such service to be p2 o\"m,d
by and offered by MIT at prices to be estzblished by MIT to the MIT
cornmunity and to GE,; plus other uszars to the degrec accepiable

to L»fl,.,,
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I shall be pleased to discuss the above in
particularly as
and related act

Provided ?h",t; thz above par u;)c'::.:l is impl cmcnted by MIT, GE will
suppoxrt the continuing refi and evolution of MUILTICS
beyond the 31c quarter of pc 1;0171(7 level commensurate
with the increcasing stabilif the .svstem versus time, (Use of
the on-line syste: crsonnel at no cost is assumed, )
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GE will continue to provide L’m B-Modcl 645 hardware systcm to
the Program for the period of 1 ¥ “ebruary through 31 December 1969,
provided that rental of the A-Model 645 hardware system as currently
configured and priced is con .,‘..:;u cd by MIT for the sz iod

GE will retain its option {o offer a MULTICS scrvice, under the
constraints of a normal CC);Q""CI cial business venture, with its
election of the option being a function of the ped ‘ormance and
user acceptance of the M ULT] ICS service as offered by MIT,

The provisions for 1mprow,c~ G -645 hardware and for the support
of MULTICS softwaxre for such hardware remain as stated in
paragraphs g and h of GIE's forma 6-A5/4\;1'LTI S position of -

15 January 1969, '

As of 1 January 1970, GE will turn over to MIT 2t » ental pchew to

be mutually established that configuration of B-Model 645 hardware
required by MIT for contintiation of its on-linc MULTICS service,
plub such additional 645 hardwazre as meay be re ;lwrco by MTT/ Project
MAC for the continuing off-line refinement and evolution of the
MULTICS softwarc, On-site cquipment that is not required by MJ
will be de-instelled and returned to GE at GE expense, '
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arther dm il with you and Mr, Millg,
egar ds our collective and respective planning for MULTICS

r
ivities beyond 1969,
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