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Identification 

File System Flowcharts 
A. Bensoussan 

This document contains a series of flowcharts of the file 
system procedures (as is at May 1968), made following 
the EPL code. Although not complete and not error proof, 
it may be used as a guide for having a precise idea about 
what is the function performed by a procedure and how 
it is performed. 

Data bases are not described but references to them are 
made using the name which appears in the EPL declaration. 

The following notation is used for locks: 

<J X 

Try to lock X and go to 
1 if successful 
2 if X was locked by another process. 
3 if X was already locked by the process. 

Unlock X 

The difference between the various entries to ilock is 
as follONs a 

~ X ~ loop lock 

t X· 4 lock 

J X(W) 4 mod lock 

~ X!Rl ~ read lock 

No special notation for try lock. It is explicitly inc:Ucated 
in the flowchart. 
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calls • 

X( (a,b) 

J 
1 

Call X (a.b) where a is input argument 

b is returned argument 

if no error code go to 1 
if error code go to 2 
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